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Lent is a time of reflection and 
transition. What have we done and not 
done? From where have we come, and 
where are we going? Should I give 
something up, or commit to doing 
something positive? Big questions! 

I always experience a bit of anxiety in 
Lent. A sort of unconscious nervousness 
about coming off the excitement of 
Christmas and all that means, the crazy 
hustle and bustle to make things just right, 
and the serenity of the birth of Christ, then 
moving into the Passion, Crucifixion, Death 
and Resurrection of Jesus. Wow, what a 
transition! Kind of makes the transitions we 
are currently dealing with in the parish and 
the diocese, pale in comparison! 

As hard as they are, I think that transitions 
are good. Why? Simply put, because they 
take us from where we are, to where we 
need to be, out of uncertainty and loss into 
clarity and peace.  

So, that brings us to where we are in 
transition, as a parish and as a diocese. As 
you know, we have our parish search 
committee, and they are actively working 
on developing our parish profile, the first 
step in recruiting a new rector. Mother 
Kathy’s Wednesday sessions regarding the 
history of St. Luke’s are extremely 
important to the process of developing our 
profile. Kudos to this amazing group who 
are willing to take on this important 
transition, and take us to the realization of 
our next rector!

As most, if not all of you, are aware, I 
(Bambi) am honored to be on the search 
committee for our new Bishop. I am happy 
to report that the process is going well. We 
have a timeline, as follows: we met on 
February 27th to select a slate of candidates, 
based on their written applications and 
their Skype interviews. On April 7, 8, and 9, 
we will be conducting a discernment retreat 
with the candidates. Later in April the 
committee will meet again to narrow the 
pool of candidates to 3-5 finalists. Those 
finalists will be presented to the Standing 
Committee, who will then convene a 
special convention for the purpose of 
electing a Bishop. The date of that election 
is August 6, 2016.

So, we know that we will come out of our 
transitional time. We believe that we will 
come out better, or at the very least where 
we should be. Our faith guides us and 
carries us to where we need to be! 

Blessings!

Wardens

Bambi Carkey & Jeryl Wright 

A Message from the Wardens

mailto:slcsec2@verizon.net
http://www.stlukescamillus.com
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Dear friends,

Lent, Easter, and Eastertide…  
We have a long way to go these next two months! Walking 

through the wilderness of Lent, working with the Spirit to see 
where we have been, who we are now, and where we might be 
headed… and then to the Passion of Jesus, his last supper with 
the disciples, his death and that awful wait through Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday, until at last we reach – Easter Morning!

We can imagine the difficulty of the wilderness wandering 
through Lent – it’s meant to be a time of introspection and 
reevaluation. But I also imagine that the 50 days of Eastertide 
(from Easter Day until Pentecost) were confusing days for the 
disciples, as well.  They knew that Christ had died. They had heard the 
reports that his body had gone missing. And then throughout those fifty days Jesus shows up, here and 
there, scaring the disciples and confusing them. The disciples came to believe that Jesus HAD risen from 
the dead, but they will take years to work out what it meant for them and for us gentiles.

In his book, Whistling in the Dark, Frederick Buechner speaks of the difference between Christmas, 
with its cast of characters and pageantry, and Easter:

[Easter] is not a major production at all, and the minor attractions we have created around it – the 
bunnies and baskets and bonnets, the dyed eggs - have so little to do with what it’s all about that they 
neither add much nor subtract much.  It’s not really even much of a story when you come right down to 
it, and that is, of course, the power of it. It doesn’t have the ring of great drama. It has the ring of 
truth. If the Gospel writers had wanted to tell it in a way to convince the world that Jesus indeed rose 
from the dead, they would presumably have done it with all the skill and fanfare they could muster. 
 Here there is no skill, no fanfare.  They seem to be telling it simply the way it was. The narrative is as 
fragmented, shadowy, incomplete as life itself.  When it come to just what happened, there can be no 
certainty.  That something unimaginable happened, there can be no doubt. The symbol of Easter is the 
empty tomb. You can’t depict or domesticate emptiness. You can’t make it into pageants and string it 
with lights. It doesn’t move people to give presents to each other or sing old songs. It ebbs and flows all 
around us, the Eastertide. Even the great choruses of Handel’s  Messiah sound a little like a handful of 
crickets chirping under the moon. He rose. A few saw him briefly and talked to him. If it is true, there is 
nothing left to say. If it is not true, there is nothing left to say. For believers and unbelievers both, life has 
never been the same again. For some, neither has death. What is left now is the emptiness. There are 
those who, like the Magdalen, will never stop searching it till they find his face. It is this deep mystery, 
this emptiness into which we are called. What does the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus mean to 
us? For us? How are we changed? Where do we go from here?

May our search for answers bring us freedom and great joy.

Kathy+ 



  

Easter Flowers 
If you would like memorial 
flowers for Easter, please 
complete one of the altar 
flower forms.  You can find 
them on the table at each 
entrance, or call the church 
office at 487-1771.  Cost is 
$15 and deadline for flowers 
is Monday, March 20.

STATION 1 
Jesus is condemned to death. 
STATION 2 
Jesus takes up his cross. 
STATION 3 
Jesus falls the first time. 
STATION 4 
Jesus meets his afflicted mother. 
STATION 5 
The cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene. 
STATION 6 
A woman wipes the face of Jesus. 
STATION 7 
Jesus falls a second time. 
STATION 8 
Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem. 
STATION 9 
Jesus falls a third time. 
STATION 10 
 Jesus is stripped of his garments. 
STATION 11 
Jesus is nailed to the cross. 
STATION 12 
 Jesus dies on the cross. 
STATION 13  
The body of Jesus is placed in his 
mother’s arms. 
STATION 14 
Jesus is placed in the tomb.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS



  

"Remain Steadfast in God’s Hope"  
Bishop Skip's Letter Regarding the Anglican Primates Meeting Bishop 

Ski1/19/2016 

You probably have heard of the decision that has come out of the recent Anglican 
Primates meeting in Canterbury, England.  (The Primates are the head bishops of the 
various provincial churches that make up the worldwide Anglican Communion, of 
which our Presiding Bishop is one.)  Of the Primates gathered, a majority voted to 
censure The Episcopal Church for our full embrace of LGBTQ persons, specifically 
for our most recent General Convention’s action approving inclusive marriage rites 
that can be used for same-sex couples. 

According to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, the Primates' decision is 
not a “sanction” of The Episcopal Church, but a “consequence” of our theological 
and pastoral decisions that are not embraced by a majority of the head bishops of 
the Anglican Communion.   Whatever the term used, the Primates decided that clergy and lay leaders of The 
Episcopal Church, for a period of three years, cannot participate in any official Anglican bodies that deal with 
matters of doctrine or policy.  

The positive part of the Primate’s declaration is that they unanimously expressed a desire to continue to walk 
in partnership, joined in Christ in mission and ministry.   In my perspective, however, the Primate’s decision to 
censure The Episcopal Church compounds the pain of discrimination that LGBTQ people have suffered over 
the centuries and continue to suffer as a result of Church policy.  For that pain I am deeply sorry, and as a 
Bishop of the Church I apologize to all LGBTQ people, especially those of this Diocese.  

Discipleship can be costly and sometimes, although we do not want it to be so, relationships are strained as 
part of that cost.  People who love God can honestly disagree on weighty matters, and it is my desire to 
respect and remain in relationship with those who disagree with me.  It is my belief, however, that as I read 
Scripture, understand the teaching of Jesus, examine the history of the Church, and apply God’s gift of human 
reason seeking the Spirit’s direction, that the actions of The Episcopal Church moving toward full inclusion of 
LGBTQ people are of God. The Spirit is calling us to stand by our carefully and prayerfully made decisions.  

We, the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York, will continue to embrace our baptismal 
promise to “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being.” As 
we believe everyone is made in God’s image, we will continue to work to be a faith community that offers 
God’s radical hospitality to all, assures everyone of God’s loving embrace, and supports relationships lived in 
fidelity to God and one another, no matter one’s sexual orientation.  All leadership positions of this Church 
remain open to all who seek the Way of Jesus. 

The decision of the Primates does not affect us in the every day life of our churches except in one essential 
way.  That is, we must continue to pray for one another and love one another as Jesus has loved us, especially 
where we may disagree.  As the Archbishop of Canterbury said, reconciliation and agreement are not the 
same thing. 

I will be attending an Episcopal House of Bishops meeting in March where I may receive much more 
information and clarity regarding the decisions made and where we may go from here.  Until then, God be 
with you all.  I call upon you to remain steadfast in God’s hope as we seek “to be the passionate presence of 
Christ for one another and the world we are called to serve.” 
  
In Christ, 

Bishop Skip 
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Help!
We’re sending out a call for help – if you have a love for computers and knowledge of 
social media (the creation as well as the usage of same) and you’d be willing to use 
your skills on behalf of St. Luke’s, please let us know. We need to update the website 
and regularly add to it as the rector search gets under way. And it would be wonderful 
to expand our presence into other social media, to let the community know that we 
exist and the good work being done here. Call the office or email Mo. Kathy at 
slrect@verizon.net.  Thank you!

OUTREACH NEWS
After a very successful holiday season Outreach 

begins 2016 with our annual Lenten collection of 
sample size personal care items which we donate 
to the Samaritan Center. Last year we collected 
about 780 items. Hopefully, we will have similar 
numbers this year.  

Please don’t be shy about collecting the 
personal care items from your motel or hotel 
room. If these items go unused, when you check 
out of your room the housekeeping staff must 
remove them and put out new items for the next 
guest. One hotel said that it collects these items 
and they are sent to organizations that work in 
third world countries. So go ahead and collect 
these items and they will be put to good use right 
here in our community. 

In the May Vital Signs, Outreach will announce 
the date for the Bake and Treasure sale this July 
and the date we will begin accepting items for 
the treasure table. This will be our 8th year and 
we always seem to collect an abundance of 
wonderful items for the sale. 

We have decided that we are going to proceed 
slowly toward a potential 5k. There are many 
components necessary to successfully create this 
event and we need to assess the feasibility 
carefully. If anyone in the congregation has 
participated in a run or helped organize a similar 
event, we would welcome your input.

mailto:slrect@verizon.net
mailto:slrect@verizon.net
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We Ask Your 
Thoughts & Prayers 
for...
Ryan Bille, Mike Greene, 
Quentin, Nancy Hudson, 
McCourt, Peter, Elizabeth 
and Christine 

(Note: Call the church office to 
add anyone to our Sunday 
prayer list. However, the name 
will stay on for only one month. 
You must call each month to 
have the name put back on the 
list.) 

 Also Members of the 
Armed Forces:
(Note: We will continue to pray 
for our loved ones serving in the 
military, but only for those who 
are deployed in harm's way. 
Please call the church office to 
submit a name.) 

March Birthdays
5 Mary Weatherup 

7 Jeryl Wright  
 Rich Conley 

9 Sheila Lange 

13 Sedona Brown 

14 Nicholas Gilsey 

15 Alison Conley 

23 Madison Mitchell 

25 George Catalano 

26 Bob Shafer 

29 Kara & Sean Conley 

March Anniversary
17  Jeryl & Gerry Wright 

April Birthdays
5 Helen Preston 

10 Nathaniel Woodworth 

18 Tanner Woodworth 

24 William Erlenback II 

26 Anna Snyder 

April Anniversary
16  Vladmiro & Kathleen  
 Hart Zavoli 

Lasagna Dinner 
and Raffle

A  50/50 raffle will be held 
to benefit St Luke’s and 
Meals on Wheels with the 
drawing at our Lasagna 
Dinner on March 19. Each 
family will be given 10 
tickets.  More raffle tickets 
are available. This is a big 
fund raiser for St Lukes’s 
and your support is really 
appreciated. Return the 
proceeds of your ticket 
sales as soon as you can, 
but no later than March 15.

Our new name tags that debuted at the 
Annual Meeting were a gift from Peter and 
Norma Bullock.  The first Sunday of each 
month will be ‘Name Tag Sunday.’  We thank 
them both and hope they are enjoying warm 
weather at their winter retreat in Myrtle 
Beach.

Thank You

Lunch Bunch 
Save the date! On Tuesday, 
March 22 we will get together 
at CopperTop Restaurant for 
lunch at 11:30. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. Just give 
Pat Smarzo, Pat Marrs or 
Gerry Wright a call to let them 
know you are coming. We 
have to give the restaurant a 
count. Our April lunch date is 
TBA. Watch the bulletin for 
info in April.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
5402 West Genesee Street

PO Box 91
Camillus, NY 13031

A vibrant community bringing all to God’s healing embrace.

Easter and Holy Week Schedule 

March 20 Palm Sunday 8 and 10:30 am 
Holy Eucharist with Blessing of Palms 

and reading of the Passion 

March 24, Maundy Thursday 
7 pm Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar 

March 25, Good Friday 
12 noon and 7 pm Holy Eucharist with Reserve Sacrament 

March 27 Easter Sunday 
8 am	Holy Eucharist 

10:30 am Festive Eucharist


