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Genesis 8:22 

"While the earth remains, seed time and 
harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and 
winter, And day and night Shall not cease."

eptember

Proverbs 16:9 "A 
man's heart deviseth 
his way: but the 
LORD directeth his 
steps.”
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Come celebrate Autumn at Jane Wiley's 
beautiful home on Skaneateles Lake at 11:30 
A.M. on Friday September 22.
Jane has graciously invited the lunch bunch.  
Each person should bring a brown bag lunch 
and Jane will provide drinks and dessert.
If you plan to attend, please contact Pat Marrs 
(315-492-4620) or Gerry Wright 
(315-488-5383).

Outreach had another successful Bake and 
Treasure sale. We had several vendors outside to 
help people identify that an event was going on. The 
Fund Raising Committee sold hot dogs, chips and 
 water for $5.00 at our event and raised $95.00 
which they contributed to our event. Bake sale 
goods sold extremely well as usual. 

We sold many treasures. We made $1158.35 to 
add to the Outreach Budget. Sedona chose items 
from the leftover treasures to donate to Priscilla 
Edward’s shop. Priscilla supports cat rescue with the 
profits from her shop. We put selected items on 
Craigslist to try and raise a few more dollars. The 
rest of the items are donated to the Rescue Mission. 
Several parishioners helped box up the leftover 
items and Marie Tackman transported it all to the 
Rescue Mission in her van. Thank you to all the 
volunteers that make this event possible. 

Outreach will be putting together 36 Welcome Kits 
for Meals on Wheels clients. All the items that we 
need will be purchased through our budget. We 
deliver Welcome Kits to Meals on Wheels three 
times a year.

OUTREACH 
NEWS

LUNCH BUNCH

mailto:slcsec2@verizon.net
http://www.stlukescamillus.com
mailto:slcsec2@verizon.net
http://www.stlukescamillus.com
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Everyone loves talking to Father Jon after services on Sunday. Parishioners ask him 
questions or tell him something that he should remember. However, when Monday morning 
rolls around, some conversations are not always easy to re-call. Trying to keep things sorted 
without making a note of it is difficult. So please don’t hesitate to call the office with your 
concerns or questions or make an appointment to meet with Father Jon. He is available 
Monday through Thursdays.

A Word From the Rector
September again, already? As kids, summer seemed to 

stretch before us as school let out and then passed by 
languidly filled with fireflies, campfires, and days in the 
water. Probably, for most of us, summer flies by now with 
little to differentiate it from the rest of a year also 
furiously sweeping us along.

But each season still has its rhythms, and as we 
transition from summer to fall, the rhythms of our lives surely change. Some of us will be 
returning from our lakefront cottages and others are getting ready for the upcoming school 
year. Some are surely getting ready for football – maybe this will be Syracuse U’s year!

The rhythms of our church life also change at this time of year. In our calendar, we begin to 
see the end of Ordinary time and look forward to the changing seasons of the church’s year 
(Advent, Christmas, Epiphany…) and an uptick in the life of the parish. We have a busy fall 
ahead here at St Luke’s, beginning with our annual parish picnic plus welcome back Sunday 
on September 10th. Please be sure to check out the calendar on our website, to see all that’s 
coming. And, of course, we’ll keep you posted here in Vital Signs and in our weekly bulletins. If 
you’re on Facebook, our parish page also has info on events and happenings in the parish.

I pray you’ve had restorative summer and I hope you find ways to connect and reconnect 
to your faith in our common parish life. 

Blessings,

Fr Jon

http://stlukescamillus.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/stlukecamillus/
http://stlukescamillus.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/stlukecamillus/
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The church’s finances through July 2017 are 
looking very positive and close to budget, and 
there are very specific reasons for that:

First, my sincere thanks to all of you who have 
made efforts to continue your pledge payments 
during the summer. Pledge payments are ahead 
of budget by about $12,000 for the year to date, 
and although some of that is because of advance 
prepayments, a lot is attributed to you and your 
sacrifices.

In addition, our tenant (the day care) has been 
very prompt in remitting the rental payments, so 
that helps our cause as well.

Lastly, I believe this is a testament to your 
Finance Committee and Vestry for drawing up a 
budget that was well thought-out, conservative 
and properly considered contingencies.  

Our church audits for 2015 and 2016 were 
completed by the outside auditor Michael 
Kauffman, CPA with very positive results. His 
recommendations to help improve our 
recordkeeping and to maintain the accuracy and 
integrity of our finances have been put into 
place. He stated that St. Luke’s is among the top 

10 percent of all 
of the churches 
he has 
examined, so 
that says a lot 
about our fine 
parish!

I have been speaking with Intuit, Inc. (the 
company that created Quickbooks) and will be 
converting the church’s accounting records 
from ACS Technologies to Quickbooks as of 
January 1, 2018.    

I plan to again run the Empire State Marathon 
on October 8th and use it as a fundraising 
opportunity for the parish. My company 
(Holistic Blends, Inc.) will match your pledges up 
to $3,000, to be donated to the charity of the 
church’s choice. The Fundraising Committee will 
provide more details as the time gets closer.
With much sincerity,
Sherry Brescia

TREASURER’S REPORT

Central New York Autism Society Our own Jim Nightingale, on behalf of his family, 
has organized a golf tournament to  support the Central New York Autism Society on 
Sunday, September 10 at Camillus Country Club. This is the 4th year for this event.  
Get your team together!  Please see the bulletin board for more details or ask Jim.  
Sunday, September 24 Wine and Cheese Event at Lakeland Winery (fund raiser) 
Tasting Times 1:30-3:30 pm and 4 pm until 6 pm. More details as it gets closer. 

Save these dates!
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The culprit!

Focus on the Prayer Book

THE DAILY OFFICE
After the Calendar, we come to the section on the Daily Office. In the medieval period, monastic 

communities had developed a comprehensive routine of prayers that occurred throughout the day 
(and night) that shaped the lives of these religious orders. Theirs were lives dedicated to prayer and 
work, all meant to glorify God and to make God’s presence felt. By the 16th century though, many 
had become to feel that the lives of the religious (monks, nuns, priests, and bishops) were too isolated 
from the laity and they felt that the Church was taking advantage of the people for the benefit of the 
clergy and religious orders. At the heart of the Protestant Reformation was a desire to open up the 
Church so that everyone could be “religious.” That is, they hoped that the spiritual disciplines 
practiced behind the monastery walls could become available and widespread amongst the public.

Thus, in our Anglican tradition, the daily cycle of prayers of monks and nuns were reconfigured as 
the Daily Office: Morning and Evening Prayer, to be used by the whole people of God and not just 
those pursuing “religious” life. The structure of Morning and Evening Prayer has changed very little 
since the first Book of Common Prayer in 1549. At the heart of the Daily Office are the Psalms. The 
Psalms cover the width and breadth of the human encounter with God and they teach us that no 
human experience or emotion cannot be brought before God. Because of their centrality in the Daily 
Office, the whole Psalter is included in the Book of Common Prayer beginning on page 585.  

The Daily Office also includes a schedule of Scripture readings. These readings cover almost all of 
Scripture in a two-year cycle; so that a faithful discipline of Daily and Evening Prayer will bring you to 
read the Bible every two years. The cycle of readings is called the Lectionary and can be found 
beginning on page 934. Odd numbered years follow the Year One cycle and even the Year Two cycle.

In the 1979 Prayer Book the offices of Noonday Prayer and Compline were added. Noonday prayer 
is pretty self-explanatory, and Compline is meant to be said late in the evening. Both of these are very 
short, self-contained services which can be prayed in 10-15 minutes. The Daily Office section also has 
short forms for Daily Devotions (p 136) which can be used by individuals and families as a way of 
being mindful of God’s presence throughout our days, but are less formal than the daily offices. In our 
modern age, there are, of course, apps and websites that allow one to pray the daily office without 
having to refer to a physical copy of the prayer book. 

Please continue your summer fun and share your 
experiences September 10th at Welcome Back Sunday 
and the Annual Church Picnic immediately following the 
10:30 a.m service. Drinks, hamburgers, and hot dogs will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. Sign up sheet on 
the bulletin board. The picnic will in Gardner Grove, 
weather permitting. If rainy, we will be in the Parish Hall.
This event always promises great fellowship. See you 
there!

Welcome Back Sunday
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This is an easy ministry to support.  No 
meetings to attend no phone calls to 
make.  All you need to do is buy 
something extra at the grocery store and 
put it in our grocery cart.  One item from 
each person would fill our basket each 
week. The pantry is always in need of our 
help. Thank you.

Food Pantry
Ephphatha 
Pennies
Don’t forget to add 
your pennies to our 
collection jars found 
at each entrance.  
The pennies go to 
support the deaf 
community in our 
own diocese. 

Altar Flowers
We have  September 17 and October 1 
and 15 open for altar flowers.  Please 
call the church office to reserve a 
Sunday.  Flower donation is $45.00.

Father Jon and Nikki have been 
spending a lot of time "sprucing up" the 
rectory exterior and gardens - with the 
help of Zella and Patrick. They have 
renovated the front porch entry to the 
rectory and have added a storage shed 
at the rear of the property.

Their initiative and labor is much 
appreciated by St. Luke's and reports 
from the neighbors are very positive!!

Rectory Looking Good!

Before

After
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THANKS & PRAYERS
september

We Ask Your Thoughts & Prayers for... 
Shirley Chrisfield, Annelise, Patricia Smarzo, Helen, Mark, 
Paul, Elizabeth, Carol Petroff, John, Mary Kate, John, and 
Eileen Mitchell 

(Note: Call the church office to add anyone to our Sunday prayer list. 
However, the name will stay on for only one month. You must call each 
month to have the name put back on the list.) 

Happy Birthday 
15 Erika Kelley 
16  Marilyn Farrell 
27 Jack Young 
30 Bob Belfie, Alexandra Goldych 

Happy Anniversary 
2    Dave and Sharon Hoare 
3    Jack and Cheryl Young 
4    J im and Jill Nightingale 
5    Chip and Sandy Vitagliano 

12  Mike and Debbie Bille 
24  Martin and Debbie Kaszubinski 
27  Fred and Carolyn Muratore 

  Also Members of the Armed Forces: 
Note: We will continue to pray for our loved ones serving in the 
military, but only for those who are deployed in harm's way. Please 
call the church office to submit a name.) 

 Our sincere sympathy to Mary, Milt and Hannah 
Stevenson on the death of Mary’s mother, Maxine Hoppe.  
Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord.  And let light perpetual 
shine upon her.

Please be sure to contact 
Cathy Martin at the parish 
office in case of illness or 
hospitalization. On weekends 
or in case of pastoral 
emergency, call Father Jon at 
his cell phone number 
971-227-3106.
For those unable to attend 
church, our Eucharistic Visitors 
are available to bring Holy 
Communion to home, hospital 
or care residence. Let Cathy 
know the details.

Sympathy 

Church Prayer List
Anyone can put forth a name for our 
Sunday prayer list for the sick -- even your 
own name. The name stays on the list for a 
month. At that time you should call the 
church office if you want the name added 
for the next month. That way our list stays 
current.
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A vibrant community bringing all to God’s healing embrace.

The Camillus Canal Society wishes to 
thanks members of the St. Luke's 
congregation for their support during the 
Bicentennial Celebration of the Erie Canal on 
Towpath Day, August 12. It was a great day 
filled with family activities and ended with an 
impressive concert by  Symphoria and very 
colorful fireworks over the  aqueduct!

Bob Shafer gathered Fr. Jon, Jeryl 
Wright, Reggie and Fran Smith to do the 
honors at the ice cream booth. 

We all got our second wind after enjoying  
the great flavors of chocolate chip mint, 
chocolate and vanilla.Virginia Unckless 
volunteered in the museum. We appre- 
ciated Jeryl Wright's creating a special 
announcement on our church sign. 

In addition, do you know how many miles 
of grass that Bob Shafer cuts in one season 
along the Marshall Bishop Trail? It's most 
likely in the neighborhood of 60 miles!
We are indebted to Jim Nightingale who 
deals with the congestion of cars and crowds 
and has concern  for the safety of our 
visitors. 
Thank you all, Liz and Dave Beebe

Even Fido gets a cold treat


