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Warden’s Message
There are some new changes for 

worship; we can celebrate Eucharist every 
week with the bread and wine, 4 people 
can now sing and the readers, if fully 
vaccinated, can read without a mask. Also, 
small groups can meet in person with 
masks. These are all welcome changes. 

The painting project in the library area 
and W. Genesee entrance is on schedule 
to be completed on time, then we will get 
new carpeting for that area. The spring 
cleanup day had a great turn out and the 
grounds look great. Thanks to all who 
participated. The cleanup included 
removing the fence around the former 
garden space. We will experiment with 
raised beds in a new spot on the church 
grounds.

We have 3 estimates for the roof job on 
the parish hall and the back of the 
education wing.  In vestry, we voted to 
award the job to The Roofing Guys.

We will reserve the Grove Pavilion at 
Marcellus park for our church picnic.

Please remember that the food pantry 
still needs our donations. Food donations 
can be deposited in the grocery cart inside 
the W. Genesee entrance or you can send 
a check made out to St. Charles Food 
Pantry to 404 Parsons Dr, Syracuse NY 
13219.

We will have Doug’s Fish Fry Food Truck 
for a fundraiser on Saturday, September 
25, 2021 from 11:00am to 6:00pm. We are 
exploring the possibility of additional food 
truck fundraisers. More information will be 
available soon.
Blessing to you all, 
Bob and Eileen

 Diocesan Grant Update
As was mentioned last month, St Luke’s 

received a grant for $1500 from the 
Diocesan Ministry Grants to upgrade our  
PA system and to purchase a new camera 
for Zoom/Livestreaming worship.

Our current PA system still works well, 
but the FCC gave away the bandwidth 
which we used for the wireless 
microphones, forcing us to replace the 
receiver modules. These items are being 
ordered and we hope to have them in hand 
soon.

We have already purchased and received 
the camera, which for those who have 
been present in the sanctuary is the very 
small black object atop a microphone 
stand near the lectern. This little camera 
allows us to pan the camera without 
physically moving it and makes filming the 
service much easier. 

We’ve also purchased a microphone 
module to pair with the camera that we 
expect will improve the sound quality for 
those joining our service online.

This new program of semi-annual grants 
on the part of the diocese has been a real 
boon to our ability to expand our worship 
online and we appreciate, very much, the 
diocese’s wisdom in setting up this 
program.
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A Word…

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. John 16:12-13

In the church year we have experience the celebration of the 
Spirit’s descent upon us at Pentecost and have now entered 
into “ordinary” time. Of course, ordinary here doesn’t mean rote and unchanging but ordered 
or numbered and refers to the way the church keeps track of the Sundays between 
Pentecost and Advent.

And the coming of the Spirit is no ordinary event. It is, in fact, a most extraordinary gift from 
God that empowers us to continue Jesus’ work in our world. The Spirit binds us together into 
something remarkable so that we might work with God to accomplish God’s dream for us, a 
world of peace, justice, equity, and reconciliation.

Between Advent and Pentecost, through the weekly readings we re-experience ancient 
Israel’s walk with Jesus, just as the first followers of Jesus did. But now our attention is drawn 
to the ways can continue the mission and ministry of Jesus without his physical presence to 
guide us. And the Spirit is the medium through which we are connected to the living Christ 
who resides with the Father.

I hope that all of us, in this season of reflection and action might hear the call of God 
drawing us into the work of reconciliation and proclamation of the Good News. 

Capital Campaign Updates
Work still continues on the projects we 

outlined to be funded by our capital 
campaign. The painting of the main hallway 
is nearly complete, and our next project 
inside the building will be replacement of the 
main hallway carpeting.



  

PAGE 4

  
Vestry Minutes 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
5402 West Genesee Street 

Camillus, NY 13031 
May 24, 2021 

Attendance: 
Wardens: Eileen Robertson and Bob Shafer  
Rector: Father Jon White   
Vestry: Ralph Lorenz, Jack Young, Debbie Kaszubinski, Milt Stevenson, and Rich Conley 
Treasurer: Sherry Brescia  
Vestry Clerk: Alison Conley 
Absent: Jim Shake  

Opening Prayer 
Father Jon called the meeting to order at 7:05 with a prayer. 

Approval of the Minutes from the April 26, 2021 vestry meeting  
Milt made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 26, 2021 vestry meeting.  Ralph seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved. 

Financial/Treasurer’s report:  
Sherry reports that we have a nice total cash balance of $62,786 and money from a diocesan grant.  We’re still 
looking pretty strong.  We’re ahead by $8,000 on pledge payments.  We’re ahead by about $4,000 on rental 
income as well.  We have a $25,000 profit instead of the anticipated $9,400 deficit.  Rich asked if the $14,000 
in the Memorial Fund is restricted in any way for spending.  None of the money in the fund is restricted 
currently. 

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report:  
Eileen made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Debbie seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
passed. 

Wardens report: 
Eileen reports that she is still struggling with what to do with the Bake and Treasure Sale.  She thinks we 
should postpone that until the church is 100 percent open.  Sherry agreed.  Eileen is trying to get in touch with 
Papagallo’s to find out how she can do a fundraiser with them. 

Bob reports that Jerry Wright made a platter for our next fundraiser that is beautiful.  The 9:00 services are 
going well.  We had a nice turnout at the clean-up day at the church last Saturday.  They mulched and got rid of 
a big bush.  We’ll continue to paint inside the church, then the carpeting will be replaced.  We could use capital 
campaign money or Memorial money for the carpet. 
Bob got three estimates for the roof:  Diamond Roofing for $96,000, Michael Latuga for $28,900 (he said he 
would only do it at nights and is not a real roofer), and The Roofing Guys for  $44,900  (this includes 3 sheets 
of plywood at no additional cost, with $75 per sheet afterward, Certainteed Landmark Architectural shingles, 
ridge vents, shadow ridge caps, flashing as needed, and some other items). 
We all agreed that we wanted to go with The Roofing Guys.  
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Jack asked what type of warranty we get on the roofing material.  Bob does not know but will find out. 
We’re replacing the roof on the back side of the office/classroom wing, the entryway to the parish hall, and the 
parish hall. 

Bob put forth a motion to proceed with the new roof at a cost of about $45,000.  Jack seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved. 

We have the money in the Capital Campaign to cover this completely. 

Rector’s report: 
Attendance has been pretty solid with about 28-30 parishioners in the sanctuary, 14-16 parishioners on zoom, 
and a few who watch on Facebook and Yutube on Sundays.  We will start communion in June with bread and 
wine.  We won’t do intinction, but will use the common cup and Jon bought little glasses that we can clean 
after the service.  Jon is feeling positive about how things are going in the parish.  He asked if anyone has any 
questions or concerns.  The people who are reading and preaching can be without a mask if they are vaccinated 
going forth.  We have some remote microphones that will work for the camera.  Jon is still waiting for his 
computer to arrive. 

New Business  
Garden 
Jon suggested that we could build a couple of raised beds in the area of the church yard where we did our 
outside services last summer.   We may need about $200 for the cost of the raised beds.  The vestry approved of 
the purchase of some raised beds. 

Licenses 
We need a streaming license for $72 a year.  The vestry approved of the expenditure. 

Covid Response/Service Times 
See the attached guidelines from the Diocese dated 5/19/21.  We can have four people singing.  Small groups 
like vestry can meet without masks if everyone is vaccinated.  Jon asked for thoughts on this.  We can do coffee 
hour outside but not inside.   

A survey was conducted to learn the parishioners’ preferences for service times going into the future.  The top 
times were pretty evenly divided between 9:00 and 10:00.  We don’t have a very clear consensus.  Jon was 
surprised more didn’t want to keep 8:00 service.  We might want to do a Saturday evening service at some 
point.  We agreed that we’ll keep one service at 9:00 for now for the summer, since it’s working well.  We may 
add another service eventually. 

Old Business 
Summer Picnic 
Alison contacted the Town of Marcellus to find out about renting a pavilion at Marcellus Park.   They have four 
pavilions.  The Grove pavilion has 3 to 4 grills, electricity, and bathrooms.  You have to carry out your trash.  
The cost is $125.  Alison will try to reserve the date of Sunday, July 25th at 11:00.  Jon did not want to hold the 
service at the park. 

Fundraisers 
Eileen is getting in touch with Papagallo’s food truck. 

Motion to Adjourn 
Eileen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Debbie seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved.   

Next vestry meeting will be June 28, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
   
Respectfully submitted by Alison Conley, Vestry Clerk 
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What Next?
As we continue to emerge from the limitations brought on by the pandemic, we continue to 
adapt and adjust to new opportunities and realities. As we’ve said before, we intend to 
continue using zoom and other online technologies to expand the opportunity for folks who 
cannot easily be physically at the church for events to participate.

We are moving to a weekly celebration of eucharist with the wine and bread. It will look a 
little different than in the past, but we  are thankful to be at this point.

At our May meeting, the vestry looked at the results of our spring survey and the limitations 
in effect and have decided to continue with a single service at 9:00am through the summer. 
We will review the situation again before Fall and make a decision then for what might come 
next.

In mid-May, the diocese updated the guidelines as outlined below. We anticipate that these 
guidelines will continue to adapt as circumstances change and we will do our best to keep 
you informed and continue to make decisions that we believe will allow our parish to thrive.

May 19 Diocesan Update
• As always, decisions about whether to resume or expand in-person gatherings within 

the scope of these guidelines should be made collaboratively by clergy and vestry. 
Permitted activities may not be appropriate for every congregation, and no one needs 
to resume any activity that is deemed too risky by their parish leadership.

• We are called to be hospitable and provide a safe environment to all members of our 
communities, particularly to children who cannot be vaccinated, to those who are still 
completing a vaccine series, and to those whose vaccination status we do not know. 
Therefore, masks, physical distancing, and appropriate hygiene are still required for 
public worship activities. Parishes are not to require proof of vaccination from those 
wishing to attend public worship.

• Beginning May 22, 2021, some choir activities may resume for fully vaccinated 
individuals, and up to four vaccinated individuals may sing at public worship indoors 
(see COVID-19 Response Guidelines for details).

• Beginning May 22, 2021, fully vaccinated worship leaders, including clergy, lectors, and 
preachers, may remove masks when speaking (except during distribution of 
Communion).

• Beginning May 22, 2021, if all participants are fully vaccinated, small groups, such as 
vestries and bible study groups, may opt to meet without masks and distance.

Garden Ministry
In its last meeting, the vestry approved building some raised beds in order to relaunch our 
garden ministry. The hope is to share the fresh produce with the St Charles Food Pantry. If 
you have green thumb (or even if you don’t) and would like to help with this ministry, please 
let Fr. Jon know.

https://cnyepiscopal.org/download/covid-guidelines/
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Thoughts & Prayers 
for…
Mary Kate, Tish, Doug and 
Carol Law, Audrey 
Kerswell, Joanne and 
Denise Hart, Diane 
Synakowski, Inez 
Robertson, Fran Smith, 
Renee Simpson, Elizabeth, 
Curtis Gregory, Marie 
Bollick, Jim, Rev Connie 
Carolson, Don, Kathy 
Rafferty, Mike, Dick and 
Shirley Chrisfield, Nancy 
Mitchell,  Robert 
Sweeney, Michael, 
Vladimiro, Cindy 
Angelhow, Joey B, 
Carolyn, Jennifer Brady, 
and Kevin Fullerton. 
Call the church office to add 
anyone to our Sunday prayer 
list. However, the name will stay 
on for only one month. You must 
call each month to have the 
name put back on the list.) 

 Those helping in 
Covid-19 efforts
Sara Fullerton, Kelley 
Fullerton, Keleigh Thomas 
Fullerton, Erin Kohan, and 
Megan Fullerton. 

For those serving 
our nation overseas
Patrick Cox. Thank you for 
all of your prayers for 
Chuck Borden, he has 
now returned safely. 

Happy Birthday
1 Heather Woodworth 

7 Shirley Chrisfield 

18 Nora Kelley 

22 Charles Vitagliano 

24 Gerry Wright 

30 Phyllis Schwartz 

Happy AnniversaryCongratulations to Eileen 
Robertson’s grandson 
William Naylor. Will 
received his special 
education through 
Onondaga Central 
schools in various 
programs available for 
autistic kids. He has spent 
the last two years at 
OCC in a program 
sponsored by BOCES. 
The graduation ceremony 
will be held at BOCES.

2021 
Graduations 

30 Rich & Alison Conley
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Great pix from the Spring Cleanup. Many thanks to the tireless workers!


	Warden’s Message
	There are some new changes for worship; we can celebrate Eucharist every week with the bread and wine, 4 people can now sing and the readers, if fully vaccinated, can read without a mask. Also, small groups can meet in person with masks. These are all welcome changes.
	The painting project in the library area and W. Genesee entrance is on schedule to be completed on time, then we will get new carpeting for that area. The spring cleanup day had a great turn out and the grounds look great. Thanks to all who participated. The cleanup included removing the fence around the former garden space. We will experiment with raised beds in a new spot on the church grounds.
	We have 3 estimates for the roof job on the parish hall and the back of the education wing.  In vestry, we voted to award the job to The Roofing Guys.
	We will reserve the Grove Pavilion at Marcellus park for our church picnic.
	Please remember that the food pantry still needs our donations. Food donations can be deposited in the grocery cart inside the W. Genesee entrance or you can send a check made out to St. Charles Food Pantry to 404 Parsons Dr, Syracuse NY 13219.
	We will have Doug’s Fish Fry Food Truck for a fundraiser on Saturday, September 25, 2021 from 11:00am to 6:00pm. We are exploring the possibility of additional food truck fundraisers. More information will be available soon.
	Blessing to you all, Bob and Eileen
	Diocesan Grant Update
	As was mentioned last month, St Luke’s received a grant for $1500 from the Diocesan Ministry Grants to upgrade our  PA system and to purchase a new camera for Zoom/Livestreaming worship.
	Our current PA system still works well, but the FCC gave away the bandwidth which we used for the wireless microphones, forcing us to replace the receiver modules. These items are being ordered and we hope to have them in hand soon.
	We have already purchased and received the camera, which for those who have been present in the sanctuary is the very small black object atop a microphone stand near the lectern. This little camera allows us to pan the camera without physically moving it and makes filming the service much easier.
	We’ve also purchased a microphone module to pair with the camera that we expect will improve the sound quality for those joining our service online.
	This new program of semi-annual grants on the part of the diocese has been a real boon to our ability to expand our worship online and we appreciate, very much, the diocese’s wisdom in setting up this program.
	Capital Campaign Updates
	Work still continues on the projects we outlined to be funded by our capital campaign. The painting of the main hallway is nearly complete, and our next project inside the building will be replacement of the main hallway carpeting.
	What Next?
	As we continue to emerge from the limitations brought on by the pandemic, we continue to adapt and adjust to new opportunities and realities. As we’ve said before, we intend to continue using zoom and other online technologies to expand the opportunity for folks who cannot easily be physically at the church for events to participate.
	We are moving to a weekly celebration of eucharist with the wine and bread. It will look a little different than in the past, but we  are thankful to be at this point.
	At our May meeting, the vestry looked at the results of our spring survey and the limitations in effect and have decided to continue with a single service at 9:00am through the summer. We will review the situation again before Fall and make a decision then for what might come next.
	In mid-May, the diocese updated the guidelines as outlined below. We anticipate that these guidelines will continue to adapt as circumstances change and we will do our best to keep you informed and continue to make decisions that we believe will allow our parish to thrive.
	May 19 Diocesan Update
	Garden Ministry
	In its last meeting, the vestry approved building some raised beds in order to relaunch our garden ministry. The hope is to share the fresh produce with the St Charles Food Pantry. If you have green thumb (or even if you don’t) and would like to help with this ministry, please let Fr. Jon know.

