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Colossians 3:16-17
16 Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.
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Greetings all.  As we move in to fall things 
continue to move forward here at St, Luke’s.  
Surely you have noticed that the driveway 
project is underway.  It’s been an ordeal, but 
we’re finally on the home stretch.  Also 
happy to report that the new counter and 
sink have been installed in the remodeled 
bathroom here at the church..  A huge shout 
out to Gary Carkey and Jerry Wright for 
making that happen!  We still would like to 
do the other bathroom so anyone with tiling 
expertise that would like to lead a team on 
that remodel would be appreciated as well 
as a money saver.  Estimates are in for 
rectory flooring updates and we’re still 
finalizing things looking at ways to cut costs.  
Hopefully before the holidays those 
upgrades will be complete.  

Looking at finances we are a bit behind on 
pledge payments.  Anything you can do to 
try to get caught up is greatly appreciated.  
We’ve had some maintenance expenses 
recently that we had to deal with, roof 
repairs, plumbing repairs, and pest control. 
So bottom line is we are around a $6,000 
deficit currently, which is less than expected 
due to savings in utilities that Jack Young has 
diligently worked on for us. Thanks Jack! 

We have some great dinners coming up 
that hopefully you will be able to attend.  
First Thursday dinner on November 7, and 
then Roast Pork Dinner and Silent Auction 
on November 9.  I know we have some 
great items available to bid on for the Silent 
Auction so plan on attending.  If anyone 
needs transportation let us know!          

Hope to see everyone soon,
Bob and Eileen

Stewardship
Soon, our vestry will begin planning for 

2020; crafting a budget to fund our mission 
and ministry efforts. As part of that planning 
process, we will once again invite everyone 
associated with St Luke’s to plan their own 
financial commitment through filling out an 
Estimate of Giving Card.

These cards will be sent by email to every 
household. Additionally, they will be available 
in the church for anyone whose address we 
do not know. As we have done for the past 
couple of years, we will ask everyone to 
return their filled-out cards on a special 
Consecration Sunday. This year, we will be 
collecting and blessing the intentions of 
those called to give financially on Sunday, 
December 8th.
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I love to tell the story 
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, 
of Jesus and his love.

I’m a great fan of old-time gospel tunes, and a real favorite 
is the hymn I Love to Tell the Story. And not just because it 
has a sweet, and pretty sing-able (even for me) tune but 
because it captures something really important about 
Christian life that has been echoed in my own faith journey. Whatever else Christianity is, it is 
a testament to the ability of stories to change our lives. We are, as followers of Jesus, first 
and foremost, storytellers. Jesus isn’t just an important person, or a great teacher, or wise 
sage. He is the embodiment of the Word, the Story, or God in the world. 

We understand our lives through the stories we tell about them and we can really only 
understand God and Jesus through the stories we tell about them. And not just the stories 
captured in the Bible, but the stories of God’s work in each of our own lives as well.

Following Jesus, trusting in God is a bit like knowing the end of the story but without 
knowing what’s in the next chapter. But all the stories of God confirm the power of the 
promises made through the prophets and through Jesus himself who promised to be with us 
always, even unto the end. 

Each week in our worship, we re-tell the essential core of the story of God in Christ in our 
Eucharist prayer. In the retelling of this story we make it real for those gathered. When we 
tell of Jesus at the last Supper, the story of bread and wine, we make Christ’s presence 
among us real, powerful, transformative. His promises are given power through our faith and 
in our participation in His story.

So, what’s your story?

A Word
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Thanksgiving 
Food Drive 
As we have done in the past we give extra 
to help with the Thanksgiving Food Drive 
to support the food pantry. Thank you for 
your generous giving.
 
                       November 3
Canned Vegetables and Quick Breads

November 10
Oatmeal and Cereal

November 17
Stuffing Mix and Canned 
Pumpkin

   OUTREACH NEWS
       As we continue our mitten tree 
collection, we will again collect socks 
for In My Fathers Kitchen. Our Christmas 
donation from Outreach will go to Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace. This organization 
builds beds and collects bedding for 
families that do not have these 
necessities.  

The Syracuse chapter of Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace is one year old and has 
already built 580 beds for our area. 
They currently have a backlog of 500 
requests.  

Outreach will give a $500.00 donation 
to this organization and we will collect 
bedding to donate. There will be a box 
in the hallway for this collection. We 
will collect new pillows, twin sheet sets 
and twin blankets. The collection will 
run from Sunday Dec. 1 to Sunday Dec. 
15. 
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Confirmations 
On the evening of October 7 at 

Ss Peter and John Church in 
Auburn, Bishop DeDe welcomed a 
gathering from seven churches 
across the diocese to a regional 
service of confirmation. It was a 
lovely festive evening in the newly 
renovated soaring space and 
more than 25 people stepped forth 
in faith to commit or recommit 
themselves to following Jesus 
within the Episcopal tradition. 
From St Luke’s Maddy Mitchell 
and Luke Wiley were confirmed, 
while Sedona Brown reaffirmed 
her Confirmation promises. 

Anyone thinking of confirming or 
reaffirming their own baptismal 
promises should speak with Fr. 
Jon.

Thanks to the generosity of so many, 
we are beginning to make progress on 
the projects outlined as part of the 
“Securing Our Legacy” capital campaign. 

Work on the first big project, replacing 
our parking lot is underway! In late 
October, CNY Paving began the work of 
digging up the old parking lot in 
preparation for laying down new 
pavement.  

We also completed the first bathroom 
upgrade with the installation of a new 
counter and sink. New flooring and a 
baby changer were installed earlier in 
the year. Many thanks to Gary Carkey 
for securing the new countertop and 
Dave Mitchell for the donation of the 
baby changer. 

Capital Campaign 
Update



  

PAGE 6

Retailers make it hard to keep the holidays separate

St. Luke’s Choir—and Lessons and 
Carols 
St. Luke’s Choir is busy preparing for Advent 
and Christmas. Besides learning music for 
our own worship, we’re learning music for a 
special Service of Lessons and Carols on 
December 8, at 4:00 in the afternoon, at St. 
James Episcopal Church in Skaneateles. 

Participating with three other church choirs 
gives us an opportunity to sing music that is 
more challenging than we usually do. If 
you’ve ever thought about singing with the 
St. Luke’s Choir, consider joining us for the 
Advent/Christmas season this year! We 
rehearse most Sundays at 9:00 a.m. before 
the late service, and we’re adding two 
Saturday morning rehearsals (October 26 
and November 2, both 9:30-11:00 a.m.). If 
you’re interested—even if you can only make 
some of those rehearsals—talk to the 
director, Cheryl Neff Lorenz. 

We are a friendly group and welcome anyone 
who loves to sing. We believe that our music 
doesn’t have to be perfect—it just has to be 
faithful. We love to sing, give it our best, and 
trust that God will sing through us! 

For everyone, whether singing or attending, 
save this date:  
Sunday, December 8, at 4:00 p.m., at St. 
James in Skaneateles.

My 2nd great granddaughter Analyce was born on 
October 23, which would have been my mom’s 95th 
birthday. Congratulations Bianca and Marcus, she is 
beautiful. Can’t wait to meet her. 
Great grandma, Carolyn Muratore

One of our longest serving 
members, Frances Warren, 
celebrated a milestone on 
October 29th – a century of life! 
Our parish marked her 100th 
birthday with a special reception 
after the 8:00 service a few 
weeks in advance.

Blessings

Frances Warren turns  
100 years Old!
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THANKS & PRAYERS
november

We Ask Your Thoughts & Prayers for... 
Don, Elizabeth, Helen, Eileen Mitchell, Mark, Shirley, Carol, 
Mary, Fran Smith, Kathleen, Joanne and Densie Hart, Dick 
Chrisfield, David Hoare, Pam and Spenser, Ethyl Steffens 
and Marilyn  
(Note: Call the church office to add anyone to our Sunday prayer list. 
However, the name will stay on for only one month. You must call each 
month to have the name put back on the list.) 

Also Members of the Armed Forces: 
(Note: We will continue to pray for our loved ones serving in the military, 
but only for those who are deployed in harm's way. Please call the 
church office to submit a name.) 

Zeke Dodd, Tyler Pledger and Ryan Sorotkin 

Happy Birthday 
11/2            Peter Woodworth 

11/3            Milt Stevenson 

11/3            Jeremiah Hart-Zavoli 

11/5            Bob Tackman 

11/6            Peter Bullock 

11/10          Elisabeth Beebe 

11/11          Jim Nightingale 

11/14          Megan Conley 

11/21          Richard Chrisfield 

11/24          Christine LaPage 

11/28          Nikki White 

11/29          Jennifer Latter 

11/30          Mary Stevenson 

Happy Anniversary 
11 Peter and Heather Woodworth 

The diocese of Central New York has for many years 
supported a ministry to deaf people, Ephphatha 
Mission. One of the ways this ministry is supported is 
through the Pennies for Ephphatha campaign. In each 
our entrance lobbies you will see a glass jar for 
collecting your spare pennies. We recently collected 
our pennies to the bank, netting $83 = that’s over 8000 
pennies! These small donations add up to support this 
important ministry in our diocese. Keep those pennies 
coming!

Pennies for Ephphatha
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We love our church! Find out why. 

“It was You who set all the 

boundaries of the earth; 

You made both summer 

and winter.” ~Psalm 74:17

Christmas Flowers
It is not too early to think about 
Christmas Flower Memorials.  
Complete one of the Altar Flower 
Forms found at each entrance or call 
the church office 315-487-1771.  
Donation is $15.00 

Roast Pork Dinner 
and Silent Auction 
Saturday, November 9 at 6 pm 

Menu 
 Roast Pork, Apple Chutney, Green 

Beans, Salad Roll, Dessert 
Coffee/Tea or BYOB 

Adults - $10 
Children Under 12 years - $5 

Gentle Reminder
Articles for the Vital Signs 

Newsletter are to be submitted 
by the 15th of the month to 

insure the issue getting printed 
on time. Please submit to  

Danielle Halpin, editor 
dlhalpin23@gmail.com 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
Staff at Vital Signs
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