
  

Luke 2:11
11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord.

Volume 17    Issue 1  December 2019    St Luke’s Episcopal Church     Camillus, New York



  

\PAGE 2

Published monthly by
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

in Camillus, NY
The Rev. Jon White………..…Rector

Danielle Halpin..................................Editor
Carolyn Muratore. ................Designer
Cathy Martin...........................Secretary

Contact 315.487.1771
slcsec2@verizon.net..

www.stlukescamillus.com..

Greetings everyone, 
We hope you are enjoying fall as we gear 

up for the holidays. Hard to believe we 
have already had snow and the holidays 
are almost here! 

Finances:  Pretty much on target with the 
budgeted amount. Through September we 
have a total deficit of about $7,500 
(budgeted deficit was $7,000) with a deficit 
of about $9,000 in pledge payments. 
Statements went out recently so you can 
see where you stand.  If you're behind and 
able to catch up it would be greatly 
appreciated.  

Capital Campaign:  You surely have 
noticed the driveway is now complete with 
striping! In the spring the contractor will be 
back and put in dirt and plant grass seed 
along the Richlee side upper driveway.  
The contractor for the rectory flooring job 
fell ill and was hospitalized so we have a 
delay with that project for now.  On the 
finance side of the capital campaign, we 
took out a loan to pay for the driveway and 
other items on the top of the list.  We will 
invest the unused portion of that loan until 
it is needed to earn a higher interest rate.  
To date we have received about $52,000 in 
the campaign fund.  Thank you!! 

Roast Pork Dinner and Auction:  We 
were able to raise about $1,800. Thank 
you to all who attended and a big shout out 
to all that worked so hard behind the 
scenes in preparation/setup/cleanup, 
auction items donated, and making of the 
gift baskets, to make this such a 
successful event!  

Looking ahead we have the Stewardship 
pot luck breakfast on December 8. Please 
mark your calendar to attend. 

Thanks everyone and we hope you 
have a great, safe holiday season! 

Bob and Eileen

mailto:slcsec2@verizon.net
http://www.stlukescamillus.com
mailto:slcsec2@verizon.net
http://www.stlukescamillus.com
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A Word
For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait 

for the hope of righteousness – Galatians 5:5

Advent is here and it is a season that is all about 
waiting; remembering Israel’s waiting for the 
Messiah, contemplating our waiting for Christ’s 
return, and waiting for the Incarnation Feast, 
Christmas Day.

There are so many cultural pressures though 
urging beckoning us rush through, or forego 
entirely, the waiting and to just arrive already. 
Christmas decorations go on sale before 
Halloween, the 24-hour Christmas music channel is already broadcasting, Christmas 
movies are playing non-stop on cable TV, and retailers are furiously urging us to not just 
buy but to BUY NOW!

For so many of us, by the time the calendar turns to Christmas Day, we are deflated 
from the whole holiday season, that it comes almost anti-climactically. 

But the waiting is actually important; forbearance a virtue. Because in the midst of 
waiting, God is offering us an opportunity for renewal and refreshment. Advent is a time 
not just of waiting but for rejuvenation. We turn the page on the Christian calendar and 
enter into a new year and a new opportunity to re-encounter God’s remarkable, 
audacious act of love; God’s magnificent sign of hopefulness; 
the Christ-child.

May you have a blessed and holy Advent.

Greening of the Church 
On Sunday, December 15 we will 
decorate the church for Christmas after 
the 10:30 am service.  Hope you can 
stay and help and enjoy some 
refreshments.

First Thursday Dinner 
Save the date, Thursday, December 5 
for our monthly Thursday dinner.  A sign 
up sheet is on the bulletin board.
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Our vestry will soon begin their planning 
for next year, including creating a budget to 
accomplish our goals for Worship, Outreach, 
Formation, Fellowship, Evangelism, and 
Pastoral Care - all of which serve to fulfill 
Jesus’ call upon us to “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded 
you.” 

An important part of that planning process 
is understanding what our resources will be 
to complete the work we are called to do.  

Generosity is, I believe, one of the core 
practices of following Jesus. Christian 
generosity cannot be compelled but should 

be an outgrowth of our recognition of the 
abundant life we experience in knowing 
God. And like many things that are 
ultimately good for us, setting goals can be 
an effective tool in helping us achieve what 
we desire. 

Everyone reading this can help by making 
a giving goal to support our parish. Pick up a 
pledge card, pray on it, fill it out, and bring it 
to church on December 8 where your 
commitments will be offered to God in 
thanksgivings for our communal blessings. 

We will have a single service on December 
8 at 9:30 with a potluck brunch to follow 
Sign up sheet on bulletin board.

Mission Trip 2020
I am excited to announce a mission 

opportunity in 2020 to the heart of 
Appalachia. Tentatively scheduled for June 
21-27, we will be traveling to Bluefield, WV 
and will have an opportunity to work closely 
with local groups to serve those in need. 
We’ll also have at least one day off to take 
in some of the beautiful scenery and 
recreation on offer in the Mountain State. 
Lodging will be dorm style, and we will need 
to figure out transportation and any cost. 
I am hoping to enlist at least twelve people 

to join me so if you’re interested please let 
me know. I will also be offering an 
information presentation sometime early in 
the new year.

Stewardship

East Mountain Overlook near Bluefield, WV
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Christmas Flowers 
If you would like Christmas Flowers 
please complete on of the Altar Flower 
forms found at each entrance or call the 
church office at 315-487-1771. 
Dead line for Christmas Flowers is 
Wednesday, December 18.  Donation is 
$15.00. 

D ioce san  Conven t i on
This year the diocese of Central New York 

gathered for its 151st annual convention. 
Representatives from the 84 parishes, 
chapels, and congregations all gathered for 
two days at the Holiday Inn in Liverpool. 
We worshipped together, we broke bread 

together, we prayed together, and we had 
fun together. We also had the opportunity 
to welcome a new congregation formally 
into our diocese, the Diangdit Mission 
Chapel. This congregation is made up 
primarily of South Sudanese immigrants 
who originally came to Syracuse as 
refugees. Diangdit is the Dinka word for 
Trinity.  

There was also a note of sadness, as 
Bishop Dede’s mother had died just a few 
days before Convention’s start on the 
anniversary of her dad’s death the previous 
year. Despite her personal grief, the bishop 
communicated her passion for our shared 
ministry as a diocese and offered a message 
of hope and confidence for our diocese. 

Information on convention and videos of 
the speakers can all be found on the 
diocesan website www.cnyepiscopal.org. 

Representatives from the Diangdit Chapel are 
welcomed by convention

Worship at convention
Lunch Bunch 
Our Christmas Luncheon will be held on 
Tuesday, December 10.  We will meet at 
Kirby’s Restaurant at 12 noon.  If you 
would like to exchange a gift, please 
bring a wrapped gift for $3.  Please call 
Gerry Wright at 315-488-5383 or Pat 
Marrs 315-492-4620 if you plan to 
attend.  We have to let Kirby’s know 
how many to expect. Wear your 
Christmas red!  All are welcome.  
Looking forward to seeing everyone.
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Performing a baptism

Winter Weather Peter Bullock’s 80th birthday 
was celebrated with his family 
involved in the 10:30 service, 
reading, bring up the gifts and 
an original song, written and 
sung by his granddaughter. A 
festive coffee hour followed 
with delicious goodies and a 
huge birthday cake.

Fr Jon appointed as Vice-Chair of the Diocesan Board
Bishop DeDe recently called our rector, Fr Jon, to be the next Vice-Chair of the Diocesan 
Board (the bishop herself is the Chair). According to the Constitution of the diocese, the board 
“shall be the policy making organization of the diocese.” Further, it shall “articulate the mission 
of the Diocese, formulate strategies to carry out that mission, and be responsible for all 
programmatic activities of the diocese.” The board is also the body that sets the budget and 
oversees the finances of the diocese. He is supposed to take up this new role in January 2020.

A Candlelight Festival of Lessons and 
Carols will be offered free to the community 
on December 8 at 4:00 at St James' in 
Skaneateles, featuring a 40-voice choir from 
the combined choirs of St James'; St Luke’s, 
Camillus; St. John’s, Marcellus; and St. 
Peter and John, Auburn.  

The one-hour presentation will begin with 
a candlelight procession with handbells.  
Readings from scripture pertaining to the 
coming of Christ and the Christmas story 

will be read by youth from the four 
churches. Between each of the 9 Lessons 
(readings) will be music sung by the choir or 
carols sung by the congregation.The 
presentation is modeled on Lessons and 
Carols performed at King’s College 
Cambridge every Christmas Day since 
1913. 

A full reception funded by the St James 
thrift shop will follow the one-hour event. 
Please join us! 
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We Ask Your Thoughts & 
Prayers for… 
Elizabeth, Helen, Shirley, Marilyn, 
Mary, Kathleen, Carol, Don R. 
Eileen Mitchell, Fran Smith, Dick 
Chrisfield, David Hoare, Mark 
(Note: Call the church office to add anyone to 
our Sunday prayer list. However, the name 
will stay on for only one month. You must call 
each month to have the name put back on 
the list 

Also Members of the 
Armed Forces: 
Note: We will continue to pray for our loved 
ones serving in the military, but only for those 
who are deployed in harm's way. Please call 
the church office to submit a name.) 
Tyler Pledger, Ryan Sorotkin 

Happy Birthday 
6 Cathy Martin 

8 Carolyn Woodworth 

9 Kevin Mayer 

11 Francis Smith 

16 Renay Kelley 

18 Jill Nightingale 

19 Lynda Gilsey 

24 Michael Bille 

28 Diane Goldych 

Happy Anniversary 
20 David & Elisabeth Beebe 

28 Bill & Lori Erlenback 

december

Welcome Sara 

After a very competitive search process, we are very 
pleased to introduce you to our new Parish 
Administrator, Sara Peirson. Sara will begin working on 
December 2nd, and will work with Cathy Martin for 
three weeks before Cathy begins her well-earned 
retirement.  

Sara is originally from Buffalo, NY but has lived in 
Syracuse for the past 14 years with her husband and 
young son. She has over 12 years experience in a 
variety of office environments from a large financial 
corporation to small locally managed subsidiaries, with 
BS in Communications from the State University of 
New York, Brockport.  

In her free time she likes to watch movies and bake 
with her son. Sara is looking forward to getting to know 
the St Luke's community in the years to come. 

Thanks & Prayers
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Christmas Service Schedule 

Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

3 PM Family Eucharist 

8 PM Festal Service 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

One service 11:00 AM 
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