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"And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God
and to His throne." – Revelation 12:5

Warden’s Message
As the holiday season approaches, we are
seeing an increase in Covid-19 infections. Please
follow safety precautions and celebrate safely.
The combined in person and zoom worship is
going smoothly. We have room for 30 people to
attend in person but so far, attendance fluctuates
between 9 and 12 people. In an abundance of
caution most people join us via zoom and we are
thankful for them.
We encourage all to return their pledge cards as
soon as possible. Those pledge cards help the
finance committee and vestry plan the budget for
the coming year. Covid-19 makes it imperative to
set the budget as soon as possible so we can
identify areas of concern and produce a strategy
for dealing with the challenges we may face.
The 152nd CNY Episcopal convention took
place Friday Nov. 13 thru Sunday Nov. 15. The
convention was held virtually via zoom. There
was a recorded message from Bishop Curry, who
under normal circumstances would have
attended our convention. The convention is a
business meeting and a celebration of our shared
faith. The business of the convention is to set the
budget for the diocese for the coming year, fill
positions on various diocesan committees and
vote on any proposed resolutions. There is also
an exhibition hall where various ministries are
represented. Each congregation sends their
rector, two voting delegates and one alternative
delegate.
Each year two or three individuals rotate off
Vestry. We are currently seeking 3 people willing
to serve on Vestry for a term of three years.
Vestry meets on the fourth Monday of each
month at 7:00pm. The meetings generally last
approximately 45 minutes. If anyone would be
interested in serving contact Eileen Robertson at
(315) 243-2579.
Blessing to you all,
Bob and Eileen
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In-Person Worship
On Hold Again
As infections rates increase across the
diocese (and nation) Bishop DeDe has
chosen to take a break from in-person
worship beginning Nov 29th. Jesus
teachings and example all point to the
importance of responding to world in
love; and the most loving response we
can have to the coronavirus is to reduce,
as much as possible, the opportunities
for the virus to spread.
So, for the time being, we will continue
our 9:00 worship service online only
through Zoom (via computer or phone).
Our services are also livestreamed (and
available for watching later) on
Facebook and YouTube. I appreciate
your continuing support and faithfulness
in this most challenging of times. I have
been in awe of your perseverance and
faithfulness throughout and I am
confident we will continue on, together.

A Word
I have to be honest and say it feels as though
Advent is a little superfluous this year. This is
usually a time of year where we try to slow
down a little in the pell-mell rush towards
Christmas and concentrate on what it means
to have to wait. I imagine most of us have
already mastered waiting as well as we ever
will.
The limitations we have faced in this
pandemic have profoundly affected our
experience of the church’s usual yearly
rhythms and in some ways it seems we are still
experiencing the Lent which we were in the midst of when this all started.
And judging by the lights and decorations going up in my neighborhood ever since
Halloween ended, lots of people are ready for a little Christmas cheer. They’re
ready for some Good News.
Thankfully, we have the best of Good News, that we are beloved of God and Jesus
came to earth that we might be reassured of that love and be taught how to
respond so that the love we know might be magnified and shared so that God’s
bright shining love might penetrate into every dark corner, obliterating every fear,
every pain, every loss.
Though we enter this season of waiting weary of
waiting itself we need not wait for the presence of
God in our lives for Christ resides in every heart, and
the Holy Spirit yearns to beckon us and lead us into
the abundant life and the peace which passes
understanding.

Spring Forest Qigong: During this time of COVID-19, would you like another way to
strengthen your immune system and reduce stress? Online Zoom classes in Spring Forest
Qigong continue each week, Thursday evenings (7-8pm). Qigong is a system of simple
breathing and movement exercises. Practice sessions are led by Ralph Lorenz; if interested,
send an email to rlorenzmusic@yahoo.com or call/text 330-283-5290.
December 3, December 10, December 17
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Outreach News
We delivered donated items to St.
Charles’s food pantry and they are facing
unique challenges during this Covid
pandemic. Currently, their primary focus is
filling the needs of children who would
normally receive meals at school. Besides
the food donation to these children, the
food pantry is requesting coloring books to
add along with crayons to give the children
a small surprise. Please consider adding a
coloring book or two to your food pantry
donations.

Due to Covid precautions the food pantry
will be giving some families gift cards to
shop for their Holiday meals. You may send
a monetary donation, to help with this
endeavor, to St Charles food pantry, 404
Parsons Dr., Camillus, NY, 13031.
This year Outreach will support the
Central New York Diaper Bank with a
$500.00 donation. Outreach usually
collects items for the charity to which we
are donating, however due to Covid, we
will suspend the collection this year.

First, Some Simple Things to Pray For During Advent:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters, without being distracted by trivial things.
Pray for opportunities to learn something new regularly.
Pray for discernment of how God would like you to set your priorities and the ability to focus
on them consistently to fulfill His purposes in your life.
Pray for the grace to be able to rest, become aware of God's presence, and enjoy it.
Pray for strong relationships with other people in the bond of a loving community.
Pray for peace in all situations, no matter what the circumstances.
Pray for an enlivened imagination that helps you contribute to the world in creative ways.
Pray for freedom from all that burdens you - past mistakes, fears, destructive habits, hurts other
people have inflicted, and more.
Pray for joy and a sense of humor.
Pray for confidence in God's love for you and trust in His power to work things out for the
best in your life.
Pray for a clear mind and the ability to clearly communicate what you value to others.
Pray for purity so you can grow as a person and encounter God more fully.
Pray for openness to the Holy Spirit's guidance.
Pray for a genuine awareness of God's grace in your life and the humility to extend grace to
others.
Pray for a passion to pursue justice.
~ Edited from Whitney Hopler's “Pray for Simplicity this Advent”
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Greetings, friends!
I hope you enjoyed the 152nd Diocesan Convention as much as I did. I am so
thankful to all who planned, implemented, attended, and have watched since this
past Saturday. What a joy to be part of this faithful community in action.
I want to let you know that I have changed our diocesan response to COVID-19.
We will no longer have “phases” or “steps” but will have a unified response that is
available on our diocesan website and has been sent to all parish leadership. In this
response, there are provisions for baptisms, funerals, and weddings. But as of
November 29th, 2020, we will be suspending all in-person indoor gatherings for a
time.
There is no doubt that in this time there is so much fear and anxiety. So much is
trying to push us apart. And so as people of Jesus Christ we have renewed our
commitment to seek a world healed by love as we learn to love God, one another,
and all God’s creation. As we pray, listen to one another, and especially to voices
different than our own, as we connect within and beyond our Church, as we share
stories of faith, as we speak truth, and yes, as we respond with all that we have and
all that we are.
This year as we continue to listen, learn, and respond to institutional racism and
dehumanization of others, as we seek to serve God in the people in our
communities, I pray that we will indeed repent of the sin in our own hearts that
keeps us from being people of love and of service. No doubt this is a tough time.
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Performing a baptism

But God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of love, and of power, and of a
sound mind.
So together, dear friends, let us love God and love one another. I pray that you
will be blessed and be a blessing.
God be with you now, and always.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe
Bishop of Central New York

Christmas at St Luke’s
As I write this, I am uncertain what
conditions might prevail once
Christmas actually arrives. But
assuming that something like the
current conditions continue we will
have services on Christmas Eve and I
will try to include as many of our
parish traditions as possible, though
it will surely be different than what
we’ve become accustomed to.
Well, I wrote the above before the
bishop decided that it would be
prudent to take a break from inperson worship now that infection
rates and hospitalizations are rising.
As hard as it is, I fully support the
bishop’s decision and pray we can
this in stride as well as we’ve done
over and over again in the past nine
months.
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So, even though we cannot gather
for services until sometime next year,
just like in the story of the Grinch,
Christmas will come no matter how
many of the holiday trappings get
taken away. As the book says;
“Maybe Christmas…perhaps…
means a little bit more.”
Of course, probably all of us will
know some grief knowing we won’t
be in the church in the darkness as
we welcome the light of the
incarnation of our Lord, this most
Holy Night, at St Luke’s. We will
have a service on Christmas Eve, and
as I originally wrote above, we will
recall as many of our sacred
traditions as we can. We’ll have more
details soon.

Thanks & Prayers
december
We Ask Your Thoughts &
Prayers for…

Also Members of the
Armed Forces:

18 Jill Nightingale

Jan and Chuck Konkus, Mary Kate,
Tish, Doug and Carol Law, Audrey
Kerswell, Joanne and Denise Hart,
Diane Synakowski, Inez Robertson,
Claudia Sennet Mack, Fran Smith,
Renee Simpson, Elizabeth, Curtis
Gregory, Richard Cooksey, Marie
Bollick, Jim, Rev Connie Carolson,
Cheryl Neff-Lorenz, and Don

Note: We will continue to pray for our loved
ones serving in the military, but only for those
who are deployed in harm's way. Please call
the church office to submit a name.)

24 Michael Bille

(Note: Call the church office to add anyone to
our Sunday prayer list. However, the name
will stay on for only one month. You must call
each month to have the name put back on
the list

9 Kevin Mayer

Justin Stevenson and Chuck Borden

Happy Anniversary

19 Lynda Gilsey
28 Diane Goldych

Happy Anniversary
20 David & Elisabeth Beebe
28 Bill & Lori Erlenback

6 Cathy Martin
8 Carolyn Woodworth
11 Francis Smith
16 Renay Kelley

A Christmas Prayer. Eternal God, this joyful day is radiant with the
brilliance of your one true light. May that light illuminate my heart and
shine in my words and deeds. May the hope, the peace, the joy, and
the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill my life and become
part of all that I say and do.
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Joy to the World
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