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For everyone who has been born of God overcomes 
the world. And this is the victory that has overcome 

the world—our faith. ~ 1 John 5:4

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/5-4.html
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Warden’s Message
Summer is slowly giving way to fall, 

another beautiful season in our area.
Our Bishop Dede has asked us to mask in 

church as the delta variant is causing cases 
to increase. At this time no other restrictions 
have been imposed.

Our treasurer Sherry Brescia is moving to 
Florida but has agreed to continue as 
treasurer with Jim Shake as assistant 
treasurer.

We are happy to announce that our choir 
is back. They have been practicing and will 
be singing in church soon.

We are scheduling a fall clean-up day 
Saturday, October 16 at 9am. We will have 
an inside crew and an outside crew to wash 
windows which desperately need cleaning.

Jeryl Wright has created a beautiful wood 
platter for our next raffle. Tickets will be 
available soon.

We have received a donation from a 
parishioner for a project at church. The 
funds will be used to improve the bathroom 
in the office wing and the bathroom in the 
education wing.

We have decided to go with carpet 
squares for our new carpet. A decision on 
the style and color has been made and we 
are waiting on a cost quote.

All the paperwork for the forgiveness of 
the second paycheck protection loan has 
been submitted to Bank of America. Sherry 
Brescia and Bob Shafer are trying to find 
out why Bank of America is not forgiving the 
total loan since there was ample documen- 
tation of acceptable expenses that should 
qualify for total forgiveness. Bob and Sherry 
will continue to pursue this issue. The  
amount that Bank of America wants back is  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
slightly over $900 and is not a financial 
burden but we need a satisfactory 
explanation as to why the entire amount 
has not been forgiven. 

A large delivery was made to the food 
pantry and St. Charles was very grateful. 
Please remember that the food pantry still 
needs our donations. Food donations can 
be deposited in the grocery cart inside the 
W. Genesee entrance, or you can send a 
check made out to St. Charles Food Pantry 
to 404 Parsons Dr, Syracuse NY 13219. 
The folks at St. Charles have indicated that 
the need in our area continues to grow.

Cindi Dundon and Eileen Robertson are 
the delegates to the Diocesan Convention 
this year. Bob Shafer is the alternate 
delegate. The convention is a zoom event 
and will be held on Nov. 13.

Bob Shafer and Jeryl Wright trimmed the 
bushes at the W Genesee entrance as they 
were crowding the walkway into the church.

Blessing to you all,
Bob and Eileen
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A Word
“Normal” is just a setting on the dryer.

I imagine most of us have heard or read that witty saying 
somewhere. I’ve thought of it again recently because I think many 
of us long for something like “normal” to return after more than a 
year and a half since COVID-19 upended nearly every aspect of 
our lives. As summer was approaching, with vaccines being 
deployed, it felt like we were almost there, alas. But whatever 
“normal” church was, it seems clearer that we won’t be going back 
to that. We will arrive at some new place that will surely reflect a 
great deal of the life we knew before but will also include some new things and ways of being that 
we’ve picked up along the way.

I recently unearthed these two photos from St Luke’s archives. The first is a photo of one of the first 
services (maybe even the very first) back in 1958.

The second is of a traveling group of performers who visited during worship in 1976.

I have to imagine that the worshippers in the first couldn’t possibly imagine the troupe leading 
worship in the second. And neither could probably imagine worship with a third of the worshippers 
joining in from home via technology.

But the funny thing is that all of these were “normal” in their time, even if unintelligible to one 
another, but most importantly each is 100%, genuine, and bona fide St Luke’s. It is understandable and 
appropriate that we should hold onto things that are important, which 
give us meaning and purpose and which bring us closer to God and 
one another.

At the same time though, neither our parish nor the Christian faith 
has sat undisturbed and unchanging. To follow Jesus literally means to 
go where Jesus leads, into the unknown, into the scary, into the future 
- but always with the Great Shepherd to care for us. For Christians 
then, “normal” really doesn’t exist except as a way station on our 
path to the kingdom of Heaven.



  

PAGE 4

If you are able and would like to support the Episcopal Church’s efforts to help those 
impacted by severe weather and/or the resettlement of refugees, especially those coming 
from Afghanistan, we commend you Episcopal Relief & Development and Episcopal 
Migration Ministries.Every dollar donated goes to help those in need.

I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 
for falling temperatures and morning chill, 

trees turned gold and red, brown and orange, 
falling leaves and blowing leaves, 

the smell of burning leaves, 
the joy of leaf-pile jumping.

I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 
the interplay of outside temperatures 

and inside warmth, 
the promise of cider and pumpkin bread, 

the blessing of blankets and sweaters.
I praise you, Lord, for autumn: 

the beauty and hope in the change of season, 
the promise that the coming of autumn 

heralds another ending, 
a new beginning, 

and the wonder of another winter, 
another spring, another summer, 

yet to come.

Autumn Praise 
by Bob Hostetler

Posted in Seasonal Prayers
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Thanksgiving Food Drive 
and Mitten Tree
As we approach late fall and the holiday 

season it’s time to think about our 
neighbors in need. St. Charles, our local food 
pantry, can use all the support we can offer.  
Let’s help ease some food anxiety for our 
neighbors in need by generously supporting 
the Thanksgiving Food Drive to benefit St. 
Charles Food Pantry. 

The items we donate will assist St. Charles’ 
Food Pantry as they provide food to the 
families they serve in the Camillus, 
Fairmount, Westvale, and Solvay areas. You 
may wish to make a monetary donation in 
lieu of bringing food to the Church. Please 
mark your monetary donations Food Drive 
so the counters know how to earmark the 
donation or write a check to the St Charles 
food pantry and send it directly to Marie 
Cullen at 404 Parsons Drive Syracuse NY 
13219. 

The food drive will begin on Sunday, 
October 10, 2021, and run through Sunday, 
November 14, 2021. Food donation 
suggestions:

   October 10 Sauce and Pasta

   October 17 Peanut Butter and Jelly

   October 24 Canned Fruit and Soup

   October 31 Canned Vegetables and  
Quick Bread

November 7 Oatmeal and Cereal

November 14 Stuffing Mix and 
Cranberries

This year we will put up a tree in church 
for your Mitten Tree donations. The early 
collection of hats, scarves, mittens, gloves, 
and socks allows for the distribution of 
these items before the winter cold arrives. 

Thank all of you for your continued 
support.



  

                             Outreach News

After a one-year break due to COVID-19-related 
limitations, we are happy to say that we will hold our 
annual animal/pet blessing on Sunday, October 3rd at 2 
pm. Bring your favorite furry (scaly or feathered too!) 
friend where we will celebrate the legacy of St Francis 
by giving thanks for the wonderful role that our animal 
companions play in our lives. Depending on the weather, 
we will gather on the front lawn or in the sanctuary. 
We hope to see you and your friend there!

Blessing of the Animals

Angelic Acolyte 
Patrick White 

St. Luke’s Choir is officially a choir again. We are 
rehearsing Sundays after the worship service 
from 10:15 to 10:45. All are welcome! Call 
Cheryl Neff Lorenz with any questions.

Choir 

Bible Study: Join us for Bible Study Mondays at 
6:00pm. Use Zoom to connect.
 
Qigong: Online Zoom practice sessions in qigong are 
continuing Thursday evenings 7-8pm. Qigong is a system of 
simple breathing and movement exercises designed to enhance 
well-being. There is no cost for classes in the current session. If 
interested, contact Ralph Lorenz for further information, 
at rlorenzmusic@yahoo.com or 330-283-5290.

https://stlukescamillus.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da81ac7ea8166f04fbe105181&id=1e0d026481&e=1d8055f025
https://stlukescamillus.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da81ac7ea8166f04fbe105181&id=2543924fb8&e=1d8055f025
mailto:rlorenzmusic@yahoo.com


  

THANKS & PRAYERS
October

We Ask Your Thoughts & Prayers for... 
Mary Kate, Tish, Doug and Carol Law, Audrey 
Kerswell. Diane Synakowski, Inez Robertson,  Fran 
Smith,  Renee Simpson, Elizabeth, Dick, Jim. Don, 
Kathy Rafferty, Dick and Shirley Chrisfield, Michael, 
Cindy Angelhow, Carolyn, Jennifer Brady, Joanne, 
Michelle Albin, Hadley Faus, Lisa,  Christian, Sue, and 
Morgan T. 
(Note: Call the church office to add anyone to our Sunday 
prayer list. However, the name will stay on for only one 
month. You must call each month to have the name put 
back on the list.) 

Happy Birthday 
 1 Danielle Halpin 
4 Elizabeth Young 
11  Eileen Robertson 
 Zella White 

15 Audrey Kerswell 
20 Debbie Pierson 
22 Nancy Michell 
 Sandy Vitagliano 
29 Frances Warren 
Those deployed overseas 
(Note: We will continue to pray for our loved ones serving in the military, 
but only for those who are deployed in harm's way. Please call the 
church office to submit a name.) 

Anyone can put forth a name for our Sunday prayer list for the 
sick -- even your own name. The name stays on the list for a 
month. At that time you should call the church office if you want 
the name added for the next month. That way our list stays 
current. 

Rest in Peace Reggie
On Saturday, Sept 18th, we celebrated the life of Reggie 

Smith who had died the week before. Reggie was, with his 
beloved Fran, a faithful, valued, and well-loved part of our 
faith community and he will be missed. May light perpetual 
shine upon him.



  

Bob Shafer installing a new gutter over the 
preschool play area while Jeryl Wright 
supervises!
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