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“As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night will never cease.” 
Genesis 18:22
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Warden’s Report 
2021 started off with some challenges 

that carried over from 2020, yet we were 
able to meet the challenges and still have 
a great year.  We finally were able to 
resume in person services and 
eventually we were able to restart our 
coffee hours and other activities!   

Financially we finished the year 
significantly ahead of our budgeted 
projection.  We had successful 
fundraising activities with our raffles and 
Doug’s Fish Fry event. 

Some of the accomplishments achieved 
with the Capital Campaign donations 
include a much needed new roof on the 
parish hall and classroom wing, new roof 
and kitchen cabinets at the rectory, 
painting project in the entry area with 
new carpet squares to be installed in 
early February in the entry/office areas 
along with the sanctuary.  The daycare 
painted the parish hall and classrooms.  
The office bathroom is scheduled for a 
remodel this spring. 

Outside activities included two well 
attended clean up days and the start up 
of a garden again.  We were also able to 
have our annual picnic at Marcellus Park!  
We resumed our unbelievable support/
donations to the St. Charles Food Pantry. 

So despite some challenges it seems 
like we almost had a normal year, what 
ever that is now days. 

We would like to thank Father Jon for 
his leadership in worship and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
management, and staying on top of the 
technology that enable us to have 
services for all, Sara for keeping us 
organized, Sherry for her continued 
dedication to managing our finances, the  
volunteers that run our ministries and 
make raffles and fundraising possible, 
our vestry for their leadership, and to our 
entire congregation for your continued 
support. 

Looking forward to a healthy 
prosperous faith filled 2022. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Shafer and Eileen Robertson
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A Word
He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly. 
He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes. 
He hurls down hail like crumbs—who can stand before his cold? 
He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and 
the waters flow.  

Psalm 147:15-18

Here we are in the deepest heart of winter, snow covering the 
ground, the temperature hovering near the bottom of the 
thermometer. As the song says, “Baby, it’s cold outside.” As the 
psalm above reminds us, the movement of our planet which brings about our winter, is the handiwork 
of God.

Personally, I like February, especially when the temperature falls and the sun shines bright. There is 
something about the starkness of winter, the windblown snow, the bare trees, the crispness of the air, 
that I find delightful. Maybe it’s getting to wear cozy sweaters or drinking hot cocoa after coming in 
from the cold. Maybe it’s knowing that deep in the earth, the life which has seemed to depart from 
nature is busily preparing itself to burst forth in the upcoming springtime, reminding me that nothing 
is forever and that new beginnings always beckon.

No matter why, I can see and feel God at work all around, in the sunshine, in the snow which will 
feed our lakes, in the camaraderie of neighbors and friends, in the thrill of rushing down a snowy 
hillside, and wrapped up in cozy blankets with warm drinks in hand. They are all the blessings of the 
life which has been given to us by God and invitations for thankfulness.

Lent and Easter fall later this year; Ash 
Wednesday is March 2nd and Easter will be 
April 17th. We will mark Ash Wednesday with 
two services; at noon and 7pm and there will 
also be a time for drive-through “Ashes to 
Go.” Once again, we will offer at-home ash 
kits for those who are unable to participate 
in Ash Wednesday here at the church.

Lent is a wonderful opportunity to 
strengthen and renew our faiths either by 
giving up something meaningful to us to 
remind us of our commitments to Jesus 
when we miss it or by taking on a new 
discipline or practice that strengthens our 
connection to the Lord.

Traditionally Lent has also been time when 
Christians take stock of their lives. Two 
meaningful ways for doing this include 
developing a Rule-of Life and engaging with 
personal Confession. A Rule-of Life is a tool 
to help you identify and prioritize those 
things in your life which bring you energy 
and contentment and is rooted in ancient 
monastic practices. Confession, or 
Reconciliation of a Penitent as the prayer 
book names it is, of course, a powerful tool 
for allowing forgiveness and generosity into 
your life. Fr Jon would be happy to help you 
with either of these.



  

PAGE 4

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 5402 West Genesee Street Camillus, NY 13031

MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING ON JANUARY 23, 2022

Call to order: Jon called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

Warrant of Annual Meeting of the Parish of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church- read by Alison 
Conley, Clerk of the Vestry

Report from the Nominating Committee

The candidates are Milt Stevenson for Warden, Jim Shake and Mary Parish for Vestry, Alison Conley for Clerk 
of the Vestry (1 year term), and Sherry Brescia for Treasurer.   We are also nominating Sedona Brown and Jeryl 
Wright for convention delegates.

Opening the floor for further nominations

There were no further nominations.  

Bambi Carkey made the motion to accept the slate of candidates.  Cindi Dundon seconded the motion, which 
was unanimously approved.

Jon thanked Ralph Lorenz for the great job he has done in his vestry service the past three years.  Jon thanked 
Ralph and his wife Cheryl for all they have done for St. Luke’s (they will be moving out of state later this year).

Approval of the Minutes from the Annual Meeting in February of 2021

Cindi Dundon made the motion to approve the minutes from the 2/14/2021 Annual Meeting.  Jeryl Wright 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s report - given by Sherry Brescia

Sherry reviewed all of the information found in her written report.  The good news is that we have a surplus 
of nearly $23,000 when we anticipated having a significant deficit!  Sherry took a conservative approach to the 
budget for 2022.

Jon asked if anyone has any questions about the financial report or budget.  There were none.

Betsy Shake made a motion to accept the Finance Report.  Jeryl Wright seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved.

Rector’s report:

We returned to in-person services at the church the week before Palm Sunday last spring.  Palm Sunday was 
the first Eucharist celebrated in some time.  Jon feels we have addressed the technology issues, and we have 
almost finished the Capital Campaign.  The new carpeting in the sanctuary and office is scheduled to start in 
February.  Jon thanked the Belfie family for their sizable donation, which was used for the carpet replacement.  
Jon said he has been at St. Luke’s for almost five years now, and is happy to be here.  He feels our parish has 
done pretty well during the pandemic; we’ve had little dissension and have met the challenges together.  Jon 
thinks we have had to learn how to live with Covid, and we’ll continue to provide hybrid worship.  We do 
need to reach out to attract new members to St. Luke’s, however, so we can continue to thrive.  

Jon thanked Eileen Robertson and Bob Shafer for their work as wardens.  Eileen will step down as warden due 
for personal reasons.  The vestry appointed Bob Shafer as warden for an additional year to cover Eileen’s final 
year.  Jon thanked the office staff, Rob Synakowski (organist), Cheryl Lorenz (Choir Director), and all the 
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Capital Campaign
We are about to begin the last big project of our capital campaign, the replacement of the 
carpeting in the common areas and sanctuary. Work is scheduled to begin on February 7th in 
the sanctuary and is expected to be done that week so as not to interfere with regular 
worship. We are switching to durable carpet squares which should prevent the kind of pulls 
we have now and will allow us to swap out any tile that gets damaged without affecting the 
rest of the floor. Our original plan was to do only the common areas (hall, library, and offices) 
at this time, but thanks to a generous gift from the family of Robert and Noreen Belfie in their 
memory we are able to complete the sanctuary as well.

vestry members.  Jon thanked Sherry for her services as Treasurer and mentioned that Jim Shake is stepping 
up to help Sherry with her duties now that she is living out of state.

Jon played a video he made which highlighted the events and accomplishments of the year.

Warden’s report:

Eileen Robertson shared the information from the written report by the wardens.  Bob Shafer is out of town 
and thus absent from today’s meeting.

Outreach report: given by Eileen

We started out the year with our Lenten collection but the collections were reduced due to Covid.  We 
haven’t had a Bake and Treasure sale in two years due to the pandemic, but we anticipate having a “Junk in the 
Trunk” sale later this year.  We had our usual Thanksgiving food drive, and collected bedding for the Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace charity before Christmas.  We made a $500 donation to Sleep in Heavenly Peace as well.  We’ll 
collect donations for the Samaritan Center again this year.

Altar Guild:

Sharon Hoare thanked her altar guild committee members for their help. She encouraged parishioners to join 
Altar Guild.  Jon also encouraged people to join the committee, saying how peaceful it is in the church setting 
up for a service.

Choir Director:

Cheryl Lorenz thanked the choir, complimenting them on their eagerness.  Cheryl said how difficult it has 
been to sing with a mask on, and how she hopes to be able to sing without one before she leaves St. Luke’s.  
Cheryl thanked Rob Synakowski (organist) and her husband Ralph (musician) for their contributions.

Circle of Prayer:

Cheryl Lorenz is part of the Circle of Prayer group, where they pray for those who request it on Thursdays at 
9:30 a.m.  Interested parishioners should speak to Betsy Shake or Cheryl to be included.

Motion to adjourn:

Jon asked if there was anything else anyone wanted to say before we conclude the meeting.  Debbie 
Kaszubinski shared that her name is not listed as it should be under the list of vestry members for 2021.  

Jeryl Wright made a motion to adjourn the annual meeting.  Sedona Brown seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Alison Conley, Clerk of the Vestry
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OUTREACH NEW  
This Lenten season we will again collect sample size personal care items for the 
Samaritan Center in Syracuse. The collection dates are from March 6th through April 
10th 2022.  Listed below are some of the other items that the Samaritan Center is 
looking for from donors. Feel free to donate any of these items, in addition to or 
instead of the sample size personal care items.   

KITCHEN NEEDS 
large canned fruit, soup & vegetables, napkins, paper towels, sandwich bags, sugar & 
creamer packets, cereal, individual oatmeal/cereal, breakfast bars, jelly, butter, fruit juice, 
drink mix, milk, sandwiches, baked goods, yogurt, latex gloves, hair nets, 
volunteers to serve & prep

GUEST ITEMS  
socks, belts, sunscreen, backpacks/duffle bags, packaged new underwear, deodorant, 
razors, chap stick, travel sized wipes, shaving cream, toiletries, toilet paper, blankets, pots & 
pans, coffee pots, can openers, cooking & serving utensils

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  
latex gloves, sandwich & trash bags, bleach & laundry detergent, Mr. Clean Magic Erasers, 
silverware, laundry soap, Clorox wipes, glass cleaner

OFFICE SUPPLIES  
blue gel pens, stamps (Forever), packing tape, laminating paper, ipad, file folders, flash 
drives, white copy paper

DINING & BUILDING SUPPLIES  
paint brushes- all sizes, ladders - all sizes, paint rollers, mop heads, gift cards to Home 
Depot, Lowe's or Purcell's Paints, sidewalk salt, snow shovels

Outreach has scheduled another Doug’s To Go food truck event for Saturday June 25, 2022. 
We may possibly qualify for a Friday in Lent. The event coordinator will contact us if we 
qualify. 
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THANKS & PRAYERS
We Ask Your Thoughts & Prayers for...
Mary Kate, Tish, Doug and Carol Law, Diane 
Synakowski, Inez Robertson, Fran Smith, Renee 
Simpson, Dick, Kathy Rafferty, Dick and Shirley 
Chrisfield, Michael, Cindy Angelhow, Carolyn, 
Jennifer Brady, Joanne, Michelle Albin, Sue, 
Morgan, Barb Guy, Steve, Lee Bice, Steve, Mary 
Lynch, Carol Greis, Deb,  Joan Conley, Jen 
Downey, Bob Shields, Andy, Lynn, and Nelson 
Gaetz 
Note: Call the church office to add anyone to our 
Sunday prayer list. However, the name will stay on for 
only one month. You must call each month to have the 
name put back on the list.) 

Happy Birthday

8 David Mitchell, Jr. (son, goes by “DJ”) 

16 Kelly Wiley 

17 Debbie Bille 

20 Mia Michell 

22 Lorie Erlenback 

25 Christian Nightingale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary

16 Bob & Marie Tackman 

The second is this: 
‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no other 

commandment greater 
than ...

Happy Valentines Day
February 14

Lenten Prayer Almighty and Everlasting God, You have given the human race Jesus 
Christ our Savior as a model of humility. He fulfilled Your Will by becoming Man And 
giving His life on the Cross. Help us to bear witness to You By following His example 
of suffering And make us worthy to share in His Resurrection. We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.



  

Annual Meeting Report

The annual parish meeting was held on 
January 23rd following the Sunday service. 
Sherry Brescia, Treasurer reported that the 
parish finances had ended the year in the 
black with a sizeable surplus, largely due to 
the pandemic inspired Paycheck Protection 
Program and gains in the endowment 
funds. Sherry also presented the budget for 
2022 which has been approved by the 
vestry. The coming year’s operating budget 
anticipates a deficit, though the parish has 
sufficient reserves to cover the anticipated 
spending and is hopeful that income will 
exceed our conservative estimate as it has 
done in the past. 

The parish also had an election for 
Warden, Vestry, and Diocesan Convention 
Delegate. Milt Stephenson was elected as 
Warden, while Jim Shake and Mary Parish 
were elected to the Vestry; this is Jim’s 
second term. Jeryl Wright and Sedona 
Brown were elected as Convention 
Delegates. Eileen Robertson let the vestry 
know that she would like to step away from 
her role as Warden and the Vestry has 
appointed Bob Shafer to fill the remainder 
of her term.
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