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Agreement with St Mark’s
We have nalized our agreement with St
Mark’s on our shared ministry and plan to
begin in July. Below are the details of that
agreement.
Covenant of Shared Ministry
between St Luke’s, Camillus and St
Mark the Evangelist, Syracuse
This Covenant documents and formalizes the
relation between St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Camillus, NY and St Mark the Evangelist Episcopal
Church in Syracuse, NY for the furtherance of the
Episcopal Church’s ministry on the west side of the
Syracuse Metro area.
Purpose
The purpose of this partnership is to pool
resources and establish a structure to support the
ministry of the Episcopal Church within the
parishes of St Luke’s and St Mark the Evangelist.. It
is understood that each participating parish will
continue to be places of worship, that each parish
will be represented at Diocesan Convention, and
that the endowed monies of each will be
maintained separately for the support of ministry
in each parish.
Terms and Conditions

Timeframe
• The initial timeframe for this
partnership will be 18 months. Prior to
the end of that 18 months on
December 1, 2023, the parishes will
jointly discern whether or not to
continue the partnership. If the
discernment is to continue, the
parishes jointly, in consultation with the
clergy, may amend this covenant as
necessary for the tenure of jointly
called rector.
Financial
In order to avoid duplication of effort and to
simplify pay and bene t
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administration, St Luke’s will be
responsible for administration and
payment of stipend and bene ts. St
Mark’s would agree to pay a fair share
of those costs to St Luke’s and transfer
monies monthly to cover their portion

Worship
• Eucharist Services
Sunday
St Luke’s @ 9:00
• St Mark’s @ 11:00
• Thursday
• St Luke’s @ 10:00
• Other Services
Wednesday
Brighton Towers 7pm
•
•

Celebrations of Ash Wednesday, Easter
Day and Christmas Eve would continue
to be held in each parish led by clergy
The locations, times and character of
other celebrations will be determined
by the clergy in consultation with the
vestry of each parish to include options
such as alternating locations, shared
celebrations, and Lay led celebrations. It
is important for any compromises to
be shared equally.
Agreement continued on page 6
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A Word…
My life goes on in endless song
Above earth´s lamentations,
I hear the real, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear its music ringing,
It sounds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing?
This summer, in the podcast I do with my colleague in ministry, the Rev Lisa Graves, we’re talking
about and singing our favorite hymns. I’ve been thinking about singing lately, because of the podcast,
of course, and because we’ll soon be saying goodbye to our extraordinary choir director but also
because of a wonderful story I read in Church Times about a priest in England who signed up to do
a musical even though she felt she wasn’t a terribly good singer. (you can read it here)
My colleague Lisa likes to say that singing in worship is like praying twice. Music lives deep in our
souls and when we sing in worship, we are sharing the piece of our soul where those songs abide
with God and with one another. We can certainly worship without music; it isn’t strictly necessary.
But it can add so much and reach us in ways that words alone never will. I am often reminded that
nearly everyone has a favorite hymn, but no one has a favorite sermon.
Now I know that not everyone is a con dent singer. Since the advent of recorded music, we’ve
grown accustomed to hearing only the most gifted of singers of musicians and seem to have come
to believe that only their song is worthy. But I rmly believe that song is a gift from God to each and
every one of us and that God derives great joy when we employ that gift with our full selves.
I have also found that music has been a place I can retreat to and gain strength from for the facing
of the evil of our world. Jesus is the song (and dance) that will never, never die – how can I keep
from singing?
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Vestry Minutes St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
5402 West Genesee Street Camillus, NY 13031
May 23, 2022
Attendance
Rector: Jon White
Wardens: Bob Shafer and Milt Stevenson
Vestry Members: Rich Conley, Mary Parish, Sherry Brescia, Debbie Kaszubinski, Jack Young, and Jim Shake
Treasurer: Sherry Brescia
Vestry Clerk: Alison Conley
Opening prayer
Jon began the meeting at 7:03 p.m. with a prayer.
Review of previous minutes
Debbie made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 25, 2022 vestry meeting. Mary seconded the
motion, which was unanimously approved.
Reports
Treasurer- verbal report given by Sherry
Our cash balance looks low at $2900 but this information is almost a month old, and we now have a $10,000
balance. We received some rental revenue and Easter contributions which helped pad the account. In April,
we overdrew and shared funds from another area as a result. We’re ahead on revenues and pledge payments.
We’re looking good for rental income now. We’re pretty close to budget on a lot of things. Gas and electric
costs are a little over budget but we’ll be using less energy after the winter. Jack reminded us we have a fixed
rate which has allowed us to keep energy costs down. Overall, we’re at a $10,491 deficit currently, which is
pretty close to what we were expecting ($9,345.28). Sherry wanted to share about our Capital Campaign funds
to answer Rich’s question from the last vestry meeting. We’ve overspent $1200 in funds from the Capital
Campaign. Rich asked if we expect any more contributions in to the Capital Campaign. Jon thinks we most
likely have received all the money we will be getting for the Capital Campaign by now.
Wardens
Milt reports: Milt will be starting to go to Canada soon, so will be watching the services on line more often.
Bob reports: Clean-up day went well with lots of volunteers. We can still open the door to the bank box without
the key to make deposits. One key has been returned, and one is still missing. The cleaning dates have
changed, and these are the new dates we need parishioners to clean while the : 6/25, 7/2, 7/9, and 7/16. It
would be good to have several people clean each week, have a checklist of duties to be performed, and
information about where the cleaning supplies are located. We will post this information in church and have a
sign up. Jon said we stopped collecting the garbage during the pandemic when we weren't in church, but he
would like to start that back up again. Garbage needs to go out Wednesday night for Thursday pick-up. You
have to wheel out the garbage cans.
RectorAttendance has been fairly steady this year, but we do want it to grow. Our in person attendance has been
climbing a bit. Our zoom attendance has been steady, and some people are watching just the sermon. Jon
shared that Ed Caldwell died last night. We are going to do a funeral for him on Friday and need volunteers.
Jon has been making some visits and doing some home communions. He visited the Chrisfields last week, and
they asked if Jon is willing to do a service at Brookdale Summerfield senior residence a couple of times a
month on Wednesdays at 10:00, starting in June. We’re looking at a start in the beginning of July for the
arrangement with St. Mark's Church.
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New Business
St. Mark’s Shared Ministry Agreement
There are two documents: the Rector Letter of Agreement between the wardens and vestries of St. Luke’s and
St. Mark’s and the Covenant of Shared Ministry between St. Luke’s and St. Mark the Evangelist.
We will also need to pick two parishioners to be on the committee.
The diocese had their lawyers look at the documents and then they had a reply. Jon read it aloud to us. Jon
will be Priest in Charge at St. Mark’s and remain rector at St. Luke’s. This arrangement will take place for 18
months.
Jon attempted to take a vote on whether or not to proceed with the agreement. Rich shared that he did not feel
ready to vote because the vestry received the paperwork that same day and he was busy working, so he had not
had a chance to read everything thoroughly yet. Other vestry members agreed with Rich that they needed time
to review the documents thoroughly. Vestry members will vote by email by replying to the email sent for the
vestry meeting. We will “reply to all” so we can all see everyone’s responses, and must reply by 6 p.m. this
Thursday. We need to vote on the Rector Letter of Agreement and the Covenant.
Old Business
Choir/Lorenz farewell- Ralph and Cheryl Lorenz’s last Sunday is June 5th, so Jon would like to have a farewell
celebration, probably a special coffee hour. Jon would like to give them a parting gift such as a VISA gift
certificate. The vestry members agreed to fund a $100 gift card. We don’t have an update on finding a new choir
director yet.
Junk in the Trunk Sale:
Eileen is working hard to get this off the ground. The date is 6/11. Jon asked Bob if we should sell hot dogs at the
sale, and Bob said we can. We’ll pass out flyers for the Doug’s Fish Fry fundraiser two weeks later at the sale.
Summer Picnic: Alison will secure the pavilion for us again this year. She went on the Marcellus Park website
and saw that the same pavilion we had last year is $145 again this year. There is another nice pavilion for $125.
We agreed that we will try to get the same pavilion as last year.
Miscellaneous:
Mary is thinking about a way to attract more people to come to St. Luke’s. Could we put signs around town?
Mary spoke to Eileen about being on the Outreach committee, too. Mary wants to set up a walk on the Erie
Canal if possible. We could do a virtual/in person 5K in the future if not this year. Rich suggested we could
combine it with a food drive or something to help the community. Mary isn’t sure about the timing of the event.
Sherry suggested the fall would be good for a running event when it isn’t so warm. Jon said she would need to
coordinate with the Town of Camillus and probably Jim Nightingale to have police input. Fleet Feet may help us
organize the race. The vestry was very interested in Mary’s ideas and look forward to hearing more in the future.
Jack asked if he should talk to St. Mark’s about their energy bill to see if he can offer some advice to save them
money.
Adjourn- Milt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m. Jim seconded the motion, which was
unanimously approved.
The next vestry meeting will be on 6/27/22 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Alison Conley, Vestry Clerk
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Agreement continued from page 2

Ministry
• Each parish would commit to sharing information on community events and ministry
opportunities in order to promote opportunities for members of each parish to meet and
work together.
• We already share a Youth Ministry and will look for further opportunities for shared
ministries.
• Clergy commits to participate in the outreach ministries of each parish and work with the
vestries of each to avoid overlaps whenever possible.
• Clergy commits to participating in any local clergy groups in each parish’s locale
• As much as possible, clergy-led formation activities (eg; Bible Study) will be shared and open
to participation from both parishes.
Pastoral
• Clergy will de ne an equitable distribution of “of ce hours” in each parish location during the
week and will make his contact info available to members of both congregations.
• Clergy visits would be managed as a single ministry with a regular schedule of visitations for
homebound members of each parish.
Process
• The vestry of each parish must formally adopt this covenant of shared ministry prior to the
partnership beginning.
• The partnership will be guided by a joint steering committee (2-3 persons from each parish
appointed by the Vestry) to advise the clergy, monitor the relationship, and be a conduit of
communications to each parish so that any emergent issues are proactively addressed.
• Once created, the steering committee will establish a schedule of meetings
• At regular 6 months intervals the steering committee will evaluate the relationship to ensure
it continues to be mutually bene cial and give a report to both vestries.
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Ed Caldwell
On Friday, May 27th we
celebrated the life of the
Rev Ed Caldwell at St
Luke’s. Rest in peace,
good and faithful
servant.

THANKS & PRAYERS

Happy Father’s
Day June 19

June
We Ask Your
Thoughts & Prayers
for…
Mary Kate, Tish, Doug and
Carol Law, Diane
Synakowski, Inez
Robertson, Fran Smith,
Kathy Rafferty, Dick and
Shirley Chris eld, Michael,
Carolyn, Jennifer Brady,
Joanne, Barb Guy, Steve,
Mary Lynch, Carol Greis,
Deb, Joan Conley, Jen
Downey, Andy, Lynn, Jane
Brescia, Kevin Fullerton,
Joe Marshall, Mark Miller,
Mike, Chelsey Beutel, Moe
Parish, Kristen O’Hara,
Lisa, Elizabeth, and Anna

Call the church of ce to add
anyone to our Sunday prayer list.
However, the name will stay on
for only one month. You must
call each month to have the
name put back on the list.)

Happy Birthday
1 Heather Woodworth
7 Shirley Chrisfield
18 Nora Kelley
22 Charles Vitagliano
24 Gerry Wright
30 Phyllis Schwartz

Happy Anniversary
30 Rich & Alison Conley

OUTREACH

On May 17 we presented a check to SHP (Sleep in
Heavenly Peace) from the outreach program. This was
also part of all the wonderful bedding donations
collected in the 2021 holiday season. Dave from SHP
sent everyone a Big Thank You!

Farewell to Cheryl and Ralph
Pentecost marks the last Sunday, Cheryl and Ralph Lorenz will be a regular part of our
congregation, as they are moving back to Ohio following Ralph’s retirement from Syracuse
University.
When they arrived several years ago, they had a list of local churches to check out and
when they got to St Luke’s, they felt they had found the right place and stayed, even though
they had never attended an Episcopal church before then.
After a short while, Cheryl wondered if we might be willing to have a choir, and oh, by the
way, she was an experienced choir director. Well, that was an answered prayer and in short
order we had a number of volunteers ready and eager to sing.
It has been a joy to experience the many gifts, and not just in music, that they have brought
to our congregation and they will definitely be missed. We give thanks for their time with us,
and wish them well wherever the Holy Spirit guides them next.
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